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No developments in
Nimisha Priya case:
SC adjourns petitions

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday adjourned peti-
tions filed on behalf of
Nimisha Priya, a nurse
from Kerala facing execu-
tion in Yemen for the mur-
der of a local man, sine die
until any fresh develop-
ment comes up.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Vikram Nath was told
by Additional Solicitor
General Vikramjit Banerjee
that there has been no
fresh progress to report.
Senior advocate Raghenth
Basant and advocate Sub-
hash Chandran, appearing
for the family of the nurse,
also sought an adjourn-
ment. The Bench kept the
case pending without giv-
ing a future date of hear-
ing, saying the petitions

would be listed if an appli-
cation is filed in the future
signalling any new turn of
events

In October last year, the
court had been informed
that a new mediator had
stepped in to facilitate dis-
cussions with the victim’s
family members for pay-
ment of blood money, per-
missible under Sharia law,
in return for a pardon.

The execution, which
had been reportedly slated
for July 16, 2025 had been
postponed following diplo-
matic intervention by the
Indian government and ef-
forts by Kanthapuram A.P.
Aboobacker Musliyar, a
Kerala-based Islamic scho-
lar. Ms. Priya was sen-
tenced to death by a Yeme-
ni trial court in 2020 for
the murder of her Yemeni
business partner.

Islamic scholar.

B, Sl BT TU Y 16 Jarg 2025 & HuiRd &, URdg WeR &

Athletes attempt to control a zebu that has been
brought into an arena during a Savika Omby
competition in Antananarivo. Savika Omby, a
form of bullfighting, is a traditional Malagasy
sport most often practised in rural areas on the
Highlands of Madagascar.

25Mar. No developments in Nimisha Priya
case: SC adjourns petitions

ﬁr&mﬁmmﬁﬁﬁéwﬁrqﬁ giia 1€ A
ifreTe Tfa &Y

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday adjourned
petitions filed on behalf of Nimisha Priya, a nurse from
Kerala facing execution in Yemen for the murder of a local
man, sine die until any fresh development comes up.

Tt ®1¢ 7 TaaR &1 AT frar, s v ot e T §
3R g § T RIHY HAfdd &1 g & A § BIRA &1
TIHAT PR IG5, B 3R Y GRR ATfabrelt oI Sifaera
(sine die) ¥ foIT R &= fean, 919 a9 18 741 TeIHH
HHA F 3T

e InOctober last year, the court had been informed
that a new mediator had stepped in to facilitate discussions
with the victim’s family members for payment of blood
money, permissible under Sharia law, in return for a
pardon.
fUod ad sregeR # Sigrad &1 Sarn T o1 i T
e NEd & IRAR & Ty Sraiia & forg 3m oman g, aifds
RAT HTA B T 3FTAT TS HAT (A TgTedt MRN) D
I & S&ad HIB e o |

e The execution, which had been reportedly slated for
July 16, 2025, had been postponed following diplomatic
intervention by the Indian government and efforts by
Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker Musliyar, a Kerala-based

T 3R

PeAas
IR & AT 3G HUYRY T, Sqaad? GaRAR & Tar™l & ae W HR < 18 ot

e Ms. Priyawas sentenced to death by a Yemeni trial court in 2020 for the murder of her
Yemeni business partner.

gt O @1 2020 & TH FHHT TR BIE GRT 30 JHA HAGHMID WIRIGR BI gl & oY
Hoges fear mar i
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China maps the ocean floor as it prepares for submarine warfare with U.S.

Reuters
SYDNEY

China is conducting a vast
undersea mapping and
monitoring operation
across the Pacific, Indian
and Arctic oceans, building
detailed knowledge of ma-
rine conditions that naval
experts say would be cru-
cial for waging submarine
warfare against the United
States and its allies.

In one example, the
Dong Fang Hong 3, a re-
search vessel operated by
Ocean University of China,
spent 2024 and 2025 sail-
ing back and forth in the
seas near Taiwan and the
U.S. stronghold of Guam,
and around strategic
stretches of the Indian

ful Chinese ocean sensors
capable of identifying un-
dersea objects near Japan,
according to Ocean Univer-
sity, and visited the same
area again last May. And in
March 2025, it criss-
crossed the waters bet-
ween Sri Lanka and Indo-
nesia, covering approach-
es to the Malacca Strait, a
critical chokepoint for
maritime commerce.
According to the univer-
sity, the ship was carrying
out mud surveys and cli-
mate research. But a scien-
tific paper co-written by
Ocean University academ-
ics shows it has also con-
ducted extensive deep-sea
mapping.  Naval-warfare
experts and U.S. Navy offi-
cials say the type of deep-

giving China a picture of
the subsea conditions it
would need to deploy its
submarines more effective-
ly and hunt down those of
its adversaries.

The Dong Fang Hong 3
isn’t operating alone. It is
part of a broader ocean
mapping and monitoring
operation involving dozens
of research vessels and
hundreds of sensors. In
tracing this effort, Reuters
examined Chinese govern-
ment and university re-
cords, including journal ar-
ticles and scientific studies,
and analysed more than
five years of movement by
42 research vessels active
in the Pacific, Indian or
Arctic oceans using a ship-
tracking platform built by

Dong Fang Hong 3, a deep-sea research vessel, docks at a pier in
«Qingdao, Shandong province, China. REUTERS

civilian purposes - some of
the surveying covers fish-
ing grounds or areas where
China has mineral pros-
pecting contracts - it also
serves a military one, ac-
cording to nine naval-war-

research vessels map the
sea floor while travelling
back and forth in tight
lines. The tracking data
shows that type of move-
‘ment by the vessels Reuters
tracked across large sec-

conducted seabed map-
ping, while another 10
have carried equipment
used for mapping, accord-
ing to a review of Chinese
state media articles, vessel
descriptions published by
Chinese universities, and
press releases by govern-
ment organisations.

The vessels’ survey data
“would be potentially inva-
luable in preparation of the
battlespace” for Chinese
submarines, said Peter
Scott, a former chief of
Australia’s submarine
force. “Any military sub-
mariner worth his salt will
put a great deal of effort in-
to understanding the envi-
ronment he’s operating
in”

The ship-tracking data

lippines, near Guam and
Hawaii, and near U.S. mili-
tary facilities on Wake atoll
in the north Pacific.

“The scale of what
they’re doing is about
more than just resources,”
said Jennifer Parker, an ad-
junct professor of defence
and security at the Univer-
sity of Western Australia
and former Australian anti-
submarine warfare officer.
“If you look at the sheer ex-
tent of it, it’s very clear that
they intend to have an ex-
peditionary blue-water na-
val capability that also is
built around submarine
operations.”

In testimony to a con-
gressional commission this
month, Rear Admiral Mike
Brookes, the commander

providing data that “ena-

bles submarine navigation,

concealment, and posi-
tioning of seabed sensors
or weapons”. He added
that “potential military in-
telligence collection” by
Chinese research vessels
“represents a strategic con-
cern”. America recently
overhauled its own efforts
to map and monitor the
ocean, but it typically does
so with military vessels
that are allowed to turn off
the tracking system moni-
tored by civilian software.
China’s civilian survey
ships also sometimes dis-
able tracking, meaning its
campaign may go further
than Reuters could deter-
mine. This is the first time
the extent of China’s map-

tions of the Pacific, Indian
and Arctic oceans.

At least eight of the ves-
sels Reuters tracked have

show that China’s seabed-
surveying effort is focused
in part on militarily impor-
tant waters around the Phi-

of the U.S. Office of Naval
Intelligence, said China
had dramatically expand-
ed its surveying efforts,

Ocean, ship-tracking data
reviewed by  Reuters
shows. In October 2024, it
checked on a set of power-

sea data being collected by
the Dong Fang Hong 3 - via
mapping and placement of
sensors in the ocean - is

New Zealand company
Starboard Maritime
Intelligence.

While the research has

fare experts who reviewed
Reuters’ findings.

To gather information
about underwater terrain,

ping and monitoring
across the Pacific, Indian
and Arctic oceans has been
reported.

25Mar. China maps the ocean floor as it prepares for submarine warfare with
the U.S.

o TS T BT AU HR I8 8 RSP I8 SMRPT & Ty gl g5 Dt
Har R PR TET R

e Chinais conducting a vast undersea mapping and monitoring operation across the Pacific,
Indian and Arctic oceans, building detailed knowledge of marine conditions that naval experts
say would be crucial for waging submarine warfare against the United States and its allies.
A uRrid, e SR sidbfeds HermRY & U fasne ws-aa ArFREr 3R AR eiftmm
T 51 7, foredt gt uRfRuferl o1 favga 3 doR &1 @18, o e fakivs syt sk
IT® Fgdifral & e vagst g5 & fau dgayul A §

e Inone example, the Dong Fang Hong 3, a research vessel operated by Ocean University
of China, spent 2024 and 2025 sailing back and forth in the seas near Taiwan and the U.S.
stronghold of Guam, and around strategic stretches of the Indian Ocean, ship-tracking data
reviewed by Reuters shows.

& IR0 | shtﬁmsh 3, S 3= gfaRid Sifw g gRT Tenfad U Y Wid §, A
2024 R 2025 T ATEAF IR I F TN TYsT quT e TR 3 0 a5t & TR
STATSIE! B, O b I1Fed GRT & Y STRTl-¢ T ST ¥ Ual Iaid & |

e In October 2024, it checked on a set of powerful Chinese ocean sensors capable of
identifying undersea objects near Japan, according to Ocean University, and visited the same
area again last May.

JAEER 2024 H, T SIUTH & URT YK & 1d DI axg3il Pt Uga B 6 F&H Afa=ment
A Tt SR 1 S bl ﬁvfﬁ@ﬁﬂ%ﬁwﬁ easrmﬁo?‘c?m e |

e And in March 2025, it crisscrossed the waters between Sri Lanka and Indonesia, covering
approaches to the Malacca Strait, a critical chokepoint for maritime commerce.

3R A 2025 B, T HieiwT 3R SSHRMT & 9 & Taes § IR-IR a1 3, o geasT
SASHRH & AN A 3, S TS FUR & T T Hg@yu! arn g g

e According to the university, the ship was carrying out mud surveys and climate research.
fIyfaae & SR, U8 SiETel BIag WAl 3R STAdTy SIFHUTT B2 35T 4|

e But a scientific paper co-written by Ocean University academics shows it has also conducted
extensive deep-sea mapping.
QAP 3fzH & Rienfact gr1 w-fafed te a9+ o3 9 udl 9ol § i 399 s
TN Y% BT e oft far g1

o Naval-warfare experts and U.S. Navy officials say the type of deep-sea data being collected
by the Dong Fang Hong 3 — via mapping and placement of sensors in the ocean — is giving
China a picture of the subsea conditions it would need to deploy its submarines more
effectively and hunt down those of its adversaries.

T g faRivs ofR srARaT AT ST 1 F81 § 6 SIT wiv 1T 3 §RT taha
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faT ST 76T Te¥ TS BT ST I B! Iz & H2 Bt IR 5 SRt ¢ 3618, B a8

o Trrgfea Bt iftres TUT &1 J AT HR Th 3R gRAA! BT UGl T U @ T |
The Dong Fang Hong 3 isn’'t operating alone.

ST W17 BT 3 3(dhct BT ol HR QT 6

It is part of a broader ocean mapping and monitoring operation involving dozens of research

vessels and hundreds of sensors.

%agﬁ@umaﬁ?mmﬁqéwmmﬁw 3R FRF SR &1
|

In tracing this effort, Reuters examined Chinese government and university records, including
journal articles and scientific studies, and analysed more than five years of movement by 42
research vessels active in the Pacific, Indian or Arctic oceans using a ship-tracking platform
built by New Zealand company Starboard Maritime Intelligence.

U TN &1 Il aTH & g, Iged 3 I WaRt iR fayfaaer Rere, sa og 8k
AP LA BT oI BT 3R 42 NY TGTSA Bt UTd 1A ¥ 31 31 fafafra o1 foeor
fohar, S WRErS Afersd gefeia wewid & ey § 2 fbu Uy

While the research has civilian purposes — some of the surveying covers fishing grounds or
areas where China has mineral prospecting contracts — it also serves a military one,
according to nine naval-warfare experts who reviewed Reuters’ findings.

BT T8 MY AN Ie¥al & fod ff 8—S Tl uhs & &7 a1 @S @e—afe =t
TR faRdvg & SIER SUET A1 IuART off B

To gather information about underwater terrain, providing data that “enables submarine
navigation, concealment, and positioning of seabed sensors or weapons”.

g Y% & 19 & Y-YNT Bt STHHR! Th ol 8, o 31 Set fiyadr § St uaget
e, foura iR TqE-da AR A1 eFARY F dFrd” & Wed s 817

He added that “potential military intelligence collection” by Chinese research vessels
“represents a strategic concern”.

I Fel fb <y SRl gRT “wHIfa A= itk W Us urifas Rar @
wfaffra & g

America recently overhauled its own efforts to map and monitor the ocean, but it typically
does so with military vessels that are allowed to turn off the tracking system monitored by
civilian software.

ST A 71 &1 F 3 AERE R FRE v & gorgd a1, e 98 SmHaR
= SAgTSll B ITANT Il &, forg ¢fdhi1 Ried dg & &1 3rAfd gidt ]

China’s civilian survey ships also sometimes disable tracking, meaning its campaign may go
further than Reuters could determine.

A & ARTR® Gderor sigret Hf Hoft-Flt 2 o R 3 8, PR STt siftm e &
A I 4t 3 B Wl B

This is the first time the extent of China’s mapping and monitoring across the Pacific, Indian
and Arctic oceans has been reported.

Ig Ugdl IR § o9 Ui, fge 3R 3mhfes AgrmRY # i1 & Az 3k FiRm & fowR
P! o & E B
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Know your
English
EE—

What is the difference between
“hire” and “rent”? (C.G. Mallaiah,
Hospet, Karnataka)

The two words can be used in
connection with things. When you “hire”
or “rent” something, you take possession
of it temporarily for a certain fee. In both
cases, there is a payment involved.
Nowadays, there is a tendency to use the
two words interchangeably, especially in
American English. Here are a few
examples:

We hired/rented a car for the trip.

Sumathi hired/rented a room for three
months.

The students were so bored that they
rented/hired a VCR for the weekend.

Unlike the word “rent”, “hire” can be
used with people as well. When you
“hire” someone, you buy his/her services
for a fee. One cannot “rent” an
individual's services.

We hired a cook for three months.

Mala hired herself out as a translator.

How is the word “kudos”
pronounced? What does the word
mean? (Dr. K. Sankara Narayana,
Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh)

This is an informal word meaning
“honour and glory”. When you receive
“kudos” for having done something, you
get credit for it. It is an uncountable noun
and is always followed by a singular verb.
It is important to remember that there is
no word “kudo”. Like the words
“physics”, “statistics”, and
“mathematics”, “kudos” always ends with
an “s”. Here are a few examples:

Rajnikanth enjoys all the kudos that
goes with being a successful movie star.

The soldier received a lot of kudos
from the high command for his brave

deeds.
T B IIRIE,

The word comes from the Greek
“kudos” meaning “glory”. The students at
Oxford and Cambridge Universities made
the word popular in the 18th century. The
“k” is pronounced like the letter “Q” and
the “u” is like the “00” in words like
“cool” and “fool”. The “o0” in the second
syllable is like the “0” in “pot” and “hot”.
The final “s” is like the “s” in “sit” and
“sip”. The stress is on the first syllable.

Why are psychiatrists called
“shrinks”? (8.S. Saravanan, Madurai)

The slang term “shrink” is applied not
just to psychiatrists, but also to
psychotherapists and psychologists.

“Shrink” is the shortened form of
“headshrinker”. This was the term used
to refer to the medicine men among
cannibal tribes. It was common practice
among the “doctors” in these tribes to cut
off their victim’s head. When the head
dried, it looked shrunk! Later, the skull
was removed and this made the head look
even smaller. Mercifully, our modern-day
psychiatrists don’t attempt to shrink our
heads using the same techniques! They
try their level best to “shrink” the
illusions floating around inside our heads.

What is the correct response to
“thank you”? Is it “Don’t mention it”,
or “You’re welcome”? (C.B.D. Rao,
Bangalore)

Both are equally acceptable. “Don’t
mention it” is one of the standard
responses in British English — some of the
others being “That’s all right” and “Not at
all”. The response “You're welcome” is
considered very American. Thanks to the
spread of American English, however,
“you’re welcome” is becoming quite
common in all varieties of English.
Published in The Hindu on January 11,
2000

e Here are a few examples:
T5f $B IGTeNVI AU T &:
e We hired/rented a car for the trip.

T AT & foT U R BRI Wt

e Sumathi hired/rented a room for three months.

guf 3 4 TeH! & it Ue wERT fhR1w 0R femn

e The students were so bored that they rented/hired a VCR for the weekend.

B 31 $Hd T Y fh I8 Iwgid & fot U VCR e o femm|

25Mar. Know your
English

-t el e

e What is the difference
between “hire” and “rent”?
(C.G. Mallaiah, Hospet,
Karnataka)

“hire” 3R “rent” ¥ T 3R
22 (& S, Ao, gie,
HICH)

e The two words can be
used in connection with
things.

Y I Teg; axgaif & dal |
IUANT fhE ST Iahad & |

e When you “hire” or
“rent” something, you take
possession of it temporarily for
a certain fee.

S 3y bt el B “hire” a1

“rent” B g, dl G{FC[B'QW

éﬁ@té%%qwﬁ@aww
|

e Inboth cases, there is
a payment involved.
3 gt Al B YIrarE it
gl gl

e Nowadays, there is a
tendency to use the two words
interchangeably, especially in
American English.
3{Tofehel $1 Gl Tsal bl
RER faf g w9 @ 3w
R Skt sidieh 1

" o«

e Unlike the word “rent”, “hire” can be used with people as well.
“rent” & fAURIG, “hire” BT ITANT @I & fore off fasam o b §1
o When you “hire” someone, you buy his/her services for a fee.
T 3T B B “hire” HRA &, A MY IGDH! VAT Yo SR dd gl
e One cannot “rent” an individual’'s services.
Tl afaa @f Tarsii &l “rent” T8 fobaT ST ThdT|
e We hired a cook for three months.
BH diF 7l & fole Ue Ioisan |
o Mala hired herself out as a translator.
HIC 9 G& I Teb 3rgaTge d U H Fger foba
e How is the word “kudos” pronounced? What does the word mean? (Dr. K. Sankara
Narayana, Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh)
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eg “kudos” BT ITRUT & BT ST 82 FTDBT 31 T 82 (ST, P WHhR ART, Heid, 31Tl

This is an informal word meaning “honour and glory”.
g Ud ARG Weg ¢ foraaT 3 “THH 3R TR 5
When you receive “kudos” for having done something, you get credit for it.

Td 3! frdt Bt & T “kudos” firerdr 8, @ MUl 39T 49 fdar g1

It is an uncountable noun and is always followed by a singular verb.

Ig Ue ATV T § 3R 9% 1Y §URM Thaa fobar St g
It is important to remember that there is no word “kudo”.
g ITc;, G HedYUl § & “kudo” ST H13 e Te1 B
Like the words “physics”, “statistics”, and “mathematics”, “kudos” always ends with an “s”.
“physics”, “statistics’ ,BﬁT ‘mathematics” &1 <8, “kudos” B’ﬁ?ﬂ s”WWEﬁTﬂ%I
He(ye are a few examples:
e D IGTER ¢
Rajnikanth enjoys all the kudos that goes with being a successful movie star.
T I fthed WR 81 & 1Y firem arel 94t T (kudos) T e dd 8|
The soldier received a lot of kudos from the high command for his brave deeds.
AP BT TS AT ST & AT I HHH § 9gd WRI™T (kudos) et
The word comes from the Greek “kudos” meaning “glory”.

TE e Wb “kudos” A 3T B, fordept 3rf “mMRa” B

The students at Oxford and Cambridge Universities made the word popular in the 18th
century.

arhﬁéﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬂ%ﬁﬁwwaﬁwﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁnmm|

The “k” is pronounced like the letter “Q” and the “u” is like the “00” in words like “cool” and
Hfoolﬂ
“k” DT IAR “Q” Bl TRG 3R “u” BT FER “cool” 3R “fool” I “00” OHT BIdT B

“n “

The “0” in the second syllable is like the “0” in “pot” and “hot”.

@3{3{&1?30'[ 0”, “pot” 3R “hot” &P “0’ @IﬂTEﬁﬁT%I

The final “s” is like the “s” in “sit” and “sip”.

3ifaH “s” BT FER “sit” 3R “sip” F “s” T BIaT

The stress is on the first syllable.

R U5 &R W Bl &

Why are psychiatrists called “shrinks”? (S.S. Saravanan, Madurai)
THIfaf®! BT “shrinks” T BT SITdT 82 (TH.TH. IR, FgR)

The slang term “shrink” is applied not just to psychiatrists, but also to psychotherapists and
psychologists.

“shrink” }Teg dhad FHITIIhED! & T 8 81, Jfce FRIfafhea®! 3R AtaRI-®! & fog
+ff T e B

“Shrink” is the shortened form of “headshrinker”.

“shrink” ¥eq “headshrinker” &1 BIeT ‘@_CI%’I

This was the term used to refer to the medicine men among cannibal tribes.
g g Yl SHofadl & Siismef & forg yaT fasar S

It was common practice among these “doctors” to cut off their victim’'s head.
S Slaexl” & o 3 RIGR H1 R S 9w wt o

When the head dried, it looked shrunk.

e RR q@ S1an o1, @ 98 fagpsT g fawdr o1l

Later, the skull was removed and this made the head look even smaller.

e ® WSt Fera § St 2, o RR Sik Bt faxgar

Mercifully, our modern-day psychiatrists don’t attempt to shrink our heads using the same
techniques.

YT W, 3T & A fbI® gAR RR &1 I IRE BIeT XA B HIRI a1 B |

They try their level best to “shrink” the illusions floating around inside our heads.

3 AR frmT & TNl YA Y “HH B (shrink)” Bt HIRIY FRA g

What is the correct response to “thank you”? Is it “Don’t mention it”, or “You’re welcome”?
(C.B.D. Rao, Bangalore)
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“thank you” &Il gt IR 1 82 1 TE “Don’t mention it” & TT “You’re welcome”? (@."cﬁ.@ﬁ.
304, §77%)
e Both are equally acceptable.
Hl 8 TEH ® U 3 wWerd g
e “Don’t mention it” is one of the standard responses in British English.
“Don’t mention it” fafe=r GI"}IT:ﬁ " T AT 3T %’I
e Some others being “That’s all right” and “Not at all”.
TP 3T ITEIVT § “That's all right” 3R “Not at all”,
e The response “You’re welcome” is considered very American.

“You’re welcome” & 31 Srf¥ast AT SIrdT B

e Thanks to the spread of American English, however, “you’re welcome” is becoming quite
common in all varieties of English.

mmm%w%m“you’re welcome” 3§ T TSR &1 3wl & AR
GEISIEGE]

e Published in The Hindu on January 11, 2000.
g The Hindu ® 11 SHET 2000 $I UHIRIA G311 AT

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED | 25 March 2026
25Mar | QUIZ
25Mar | Thailand-Cambodia fight has left ancient Hindu temple ruined

TS afa w3 W fig iR ) e R fean

Questions and answer‘s;to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. 25 M ar. QU | Z

The execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram

Rajguru followed their conviction in this case related to the

assassination of John Saunders in Lahore. Ans: Lahore .

Conspiracy Case Lahore Conspiracy Case (1929-1931)
2. The assassination of Saunders was intended as retaliation for

the police assault on this nationalist leader who later died of

injuries sustained during a lathi charge. Ans: Lala Lajpat Rai ° The execution of Bhagat Slngh, Sukhdev Thapar, and
Lamore Contrat ailinLanare. P4 Shivaram Rajguru followed their conviction in the Lahore

4. This pact between nationalist leaders and the British Conspiracy Case, which was linked to the assassination of British
government was signed shortly before the executions in 1931. . .

Ans: Gandhi-irwin Pact officer John Saunders in Lahore (1928).

5. The title of the editorial published after the executions, by B. R. ° The case was a |and mark in |nd ia’s freedom StrU |e a nd
Ambedkar, in the Marathi weekly Janata on April 13, 19317 Ans: . N . . gg

Teen Bali (Three Victims) reflected revolutionary resistance against British rule.

Visual: The Indian revolutionary, commander-in-chief of the . .
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, who died in a gun i The Lahore Consp Iracy Case arose after Bhagat S|ngh,
battle with the British police at Alfred Park in 1931. Ans: Ran uru, and Sukhdev assassinated J.P. Saunders on 17

Chandra Shekhar Azad . . .
Early Birds: C. Saravanan | Sudhir Thapa | Parimal Das [prem  DECEMbeET 1928 to avenge the death of Lala Lajpat Rai, who died
Nath Tiwari | Pranav Shailesh K. due to p0|ice |ath| Charge.

e The British government constituted a Special Tribunal (1930) under an ordinance to fast-
track the trial.

o Despite legal appeals, all three revolutionaries were executed on 23 March 1931 in Lahore
Central Jail, making them enduring symbols of sacrifice and revolutionary nationalism in
India’s freedom movement.

Lala Lajpat Rai and Saunders Assassination (1928)

e The assassination of John Saunders was carried out as retaliation for the brutal police
assault on Lala Lajpat Rai, a prominent nationalist leader.

e This incident became a turning point in revolutionary activities during the Indian freedom
struggle.

e On 30 October 1928, Lala Lajpat Rai led a peaceful protest against the Simon
Commission in Lahore.

e The protest was met with a severe lathi charge ordered by Superintendent James A. Scott,
causing serious injuries to Rai.
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e He succumbed to these injuries on 17 November 1928.
e To avenge his death, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev assassinated J.P. Saunders
(mistaking him for Scott) on 17 December 1928, marking a significant revolutionary act.

Lahore Central Jail and Execution (1931)

e The three revolutionaries Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru were
executed in Lahore Central Jail (Lahore).
Their execution became a defining moment in India’s freedom struggle.
After being convicted in the Lahore Conspiracy Case, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev were sentenced to death by a Special Tribunal in 1930.

e They were executed on 23 March 1931 in Lahore Central Jail, a day earlier than the
scheduled date to avoid public unrest.

e Their bodies were secretly cremated near the Sutlej River (Hussainiwala).

o The event intensified nationalist sentiments and immortalised them as martyrs in India’s
independence movement.

Gandhi-Irwin Pact (1931)

e The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was an agreement between Mahatma Gandhi and Viceroy Lord
Irwin, signed shortly before the execution of Bhagat Singh and his associates in 1931.

e |t marked a temporary truce between the British government and the Indian National
Congress.

e The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed on 5 March 1931 to end the Civil Disobedience
Movement.

e The British agreed to release political prisoners (except those involved in violence) and allow
peaceful protests, while the Congress agreed to suspend the movement and participate in the
Second Round Table Conference.

e Despite public expectations, the pact did not include clemency for Bhagat Singh, Rajguru,
and Sukhdev, leading to widespread criticism and disappointment among nationalists.

‘Teen Bali’ Editorial by B.R. Ambedkar (1931)

e The editorial titled “Teen Bali” (Three Victims) was written by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the
Marathi weekly Janata on 13 April 1931, after the execution of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev.

It reflected Ambedkar’s analytical perspective on revolutionary actions and their implications.
In the editorial “Teen Bali”, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar critically examined the execution of the three
revolutionaries on 23 March 1931.

e He acknowledged their sacrifice but questioned the effectiveness of violent revolutionary
methods in achieving long-term political goals.

e Ambedkar emphasised the need for constitutional and organised political struggle over
individual acts of heroism, arguing that systemic change required broader social and political
mobilisation rather than isolated revolutionary actions.
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Thailand-Cambodia
fight has left ancient
Hindu temple ruined

Associated Press
PREAH VIHEAR, CAMBODIA

It has been three months since a ceasefire ended
the bitter border fighting between Cambodia and
Thailand, but signs of combat are cut deep in this
1ith-century Hindu temple atop a 525-metre cliff
in the Dangrek Mountains.

The neighbouring Southeast Asian countries
have been fighting over Preah Vihear temple on
and off for decades, and that has put the ancient
holy site in danger.

Built by the same Khmer Empire that con-
structed Angkor Wat 160 km southwest, the tem-
ple, which is dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva,
was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in
2008 and is held as an important cultural relic by
Cambodians. The empire was Hindu, but gradual-
Iy converted to Buddhism, the state religion of
modern Cambodia.

But after two rounds of major combat last year,
much of the structure is damaged and Cambodian
officials say that parts of the temple may be in dan-
ger of collapse.

“The temple has turned quiet, and its beauty
looks so sorrowful because of the tragedy,” Hem
Sinath, archaeologist and deputy director-general
of the National Authority for Preah Vihear, told AP
journalists. The site is closed to tourism.

The temple has been at the centre of a long-
standing boundary dispute since the 1950s. In
1962, the International Court of Justice ruled that
the temple and surrounding area of less than five
sq. km belong to Cambodia. The Court reaffirmed
this ruling in 2013.

India, China and the United States were in-
volved in previous renovation efforts, but funding
has been on hold since fighting broke out.

25Mar. Thailand-Cambodia fight has left ancient
Hindu temple ruined
yEAe-Halfear wuy A A fEg wfer # gafe
& faan

e It has been three months since a
ceasefire ended the bitter border fighting
between Cambodia and Thailand, but signs
of combat are cut deep in this 11th-century
Hindu temple atop a 525-metre cliff in the
Dangrek Mountains.

FaEIfSar 3R YISAS & oI Hed! Tl
TS D! USTHRIR W gU I He A 81 g '
g, Afd STR® yda § 525 Mex St TgH R fRud 39 11t
Tt & fg AR 7 g & A ek e 2 B

e The neighbouring Southeast Asian countries have been
fighting over Preah Vihear temple on and off for decades, and
that has put the ancient holy site in danger.

A TgRA EfRr.gd gRrarg o= R 3 U AR HieR 1 e
Tsd W) 8, P o8 urhia ufas wa @@ # us M g

e Built by the same Khmer Empire that constructed

Angkor Wat 160 km southwest, the temple, which is dedicated
to the Hindu god Shiva, was declared a UNESCO World
Heritage site in 2008 and is held as an important cultural relic by
Cambodians.
I iy I TR AU GRT ST 7 o7 5 160 foreit
Sferur-ufym o ST are &1 fafur 5o o1, SR g8 wTa R
o1 FAfdd §, oY 2008 T gAD! Ay eRYeR wya 9 farar ma

IR FHAfSUE 3V Aoyl RGP e LRI U & 1

e The empire was Hindu, but gradually converted to
Buddhism, the state religion of modern Cambodia.

Ig Iy fg o, Ao IR-oik s e & ufkafcla g1 man, o snyfe daifsar o e uwd

gl

e But after two rounds of major combat last year, much of the structure is damaged and
Cambodian officials say that parts of the temple may be in danger of collapse.

AP NS T < 98 TSI & e TR BT b BT afousd 81 mar § 3R deifsars
PRl &1 Fe1 8 [ HiR & o TR ARA S @A A T

e “The temple has turned quiet, and its beauty looks so sorrowful because of the tragedy,” Hem
Sinath, archaeologist and deputy director-general of the National Authority for Preah Vihear,

told AP journalists.

“HSR 3 T 51 T § IR SHD! YT 39 ANIG! & HRUI 9gd g@e oIl §,” 39 Ry,
RIAARaE R I8 fasr g wmitewor & Iu A eme 3 Tl TeR! & Sl

e The site is closed to tourism.

I8 »d qded & forg &g o< foar mn g
e The tgample has been at the centre of a longstanding boundary Qispute since the 1950s.
g TR 1950 & GRIF ¥ U dd THT ¥ 9 X8 W faarg &1 6% w1 8

e |n 1962, the International Court of Justice ruled that the temple and surrounding area of less
than five sq. km belong to Cambodia.

1962 H, SfARRTPIA <rarerd A e faan b #iiR ofR I9b U &1 5 97 5 3§ o4 &

HafSar o181

e The Court reaffirmed this ruling in 2013.

3erad 4 39

Hyd @t 2013 ® G: Y Bt

e India, China and the United States were involved in previous renovation efforts, but funding
has been on hold since fighting broke out
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Women short-changed yet again as Kerala parties refuse to change
course

wfgarat & b far mar FoRsige, $3d #1 uifdar aqard &) AR T8

25Mar

LS passes new transgender Bill as MPs stage walkout

AHTUT A 74T ciasie: fadas uiiva farar, Tidel &1 alepsnse

Women short-changed yet again as
Kerala parties refuse to change course

Though Kerala is only State where women outnumber men, this demographic strength has never translated into political power; the LDF has fielded

17 women candidates, the UDF 12, and the NDA 14; support across party lines for reservation Bill is yet to catalyse a practical shift in political culture

25Mar.

IN FOCUS

Navamy Sudhish
KOLLAM

s Kerala marches
Atowards the As-
sembly election, a

stark and familiar contrad-
iction has once again taken
centre stage. Despite wo-
men outnumbering men
on the final electoral rolls,
the candidate lists released
by the major fronts tell a
story of exclusion.

Across the 140 consti-
tuencies, women remain a
decimal point in a male-
dominated power struggle,
raising urgent questions
about whether the State’s
high literacy and social
progress are merely ve-
neer-deep when it comes
to political empowerment.
This persistent gender pa-
radox suggests that while
women are the primary
drivers of Kerala’s high vo-
ter turnout, the winnabili-
ty argument continues to
be used by male-dominat-
ed party machineries to
keep them away from the
corridors of power.

The United Democratic
Front has faced sharp in-
ternal and external criti-

cism for fielding only nine
women out of 92 Congress
candidates. When the can-
didates from constituent
parties such as the Revolu-
tionary Marxist Party and
the Muslim League are also
included, the total number
of women candidates in
the UDF reaches 12.

The situation is equally
grim within the Left Demo-
cratic Front, which, des-
pite its progressive rhetor-
ic, has nominated only 17
women.

While this 12% represen-
tation is a marginal im-
provement over previous
years, it remains far below
the threshold of meaning-
ful empowerment, leaving
the State’s legislative diver-
sity stagnant. The National
Democratic Alliance has
fielded around 14 women,
and the overall narrative
across all fronts remains
one of exclusion.

Patriarchal structures

Since the first Kerala As-
sembly in 1957, only 100
women have ever been
elected to the House, a so-
bering statistic that high-
lights a glass ceiling. While
Kerala often stands as a
beacon for human deve-
lopment, the gap between

Genderimbalance
The chart shows the gender-wise share of candidates fielded by the three major coalitions
participating in the 2026 Kerala Assembly election (in %)

[ SHARE OF MEN FIELDED WM SHARE OF WOMEN FIELDED

social indicators and politi-
cal representation remains
a stark irony, R.M. Amrita-
raj, a specialist in women’s
studies at the Kerala Insti-
tute of Local Administra-
tion, points out.
“Although it is the only
Indian State where women
outnumber men, this de-
mographic strength has
never translated into politi-
cal power; women have yet
to cross the 10% threshold
in either the State Assemb-
ly or Parliament,” he says.
He adds that this dispar-

= For every 1,000
male voters in Kerala’s | Kerala Assembly
electorate, there are

1,053

fe male voters

pL

0
= Since the first

in 1957, only 100
women have ever
been elected to
the house

= Women have yet to cross the 10%
threshold in both Kerala's State Assembly
or Parliament

ity serves as a sobering re-
minder that high social in-
dicators do not
automatically  dismantle
patriarchal structures. “In
a society that prides itself
on constant discourse re-
garding gender justice, in-
clusivity, and progressive
politics, the continued ab-
sence of women from ma-
jor decision-making bodies
is a significant systemic fai-
lure,” he observes.
According to senior CPI
(M) leader C.S. Sujatha, the
deeply rooted patriarchal

nature of Kerala society
acts as a barrier to rapid
progress. “While we see
minor shifts in the right di-
rection, they fall short of
what is necessary. Achiev-
ing a truly equitable socie-
ty demands a more rigo-
rous and  sustained
struggle,” she says.

Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee general
secretary Deepthy Mary
Varghese says parties cele-
brate women’s empower-
ment in rhetoric, yet often
hesitate to share actual

power when there isn't a
legal mandate forcing
them to do so.

Genuine conviction
“Political parties must de-
velop a genuine conviction
regarding the need for wo-
men in politics. There are
highly capable and strong
women leaders who have
excelled as local body
heads. So the barrier isn’ta
lack of capable women,”
she says.

BJP spokesperson T.P.
Sindhumol says despite the
opportunity for parties to
demonstrate their commit-
ment to gender justice vo-
luntarily, the status quo re-
‘mains largely undisturbed.

“While the introduction
of the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam was met with
unanimous support across
party lines, this symbolic
consensus has yet to cata-
lyse a practical shift in pol-
itical culture. Women are
the backbone of day-to-day
party activities, leading
cultural initiatives, social
welfare programmes, and
grassroots  mobilisation.
But these women who are
deemed indispensable for
party are often overlooked
when ticket distribution is
discussed,” she says.

Women short-changed yet again as Kerala parties refuse to change

course

wfgemsit &) fibr fHar T FoR s, d¥a $1 wiféai Igard &) durR T8

Though Kerala is the only State where women outnumber men, this demographic strength
has never translated into political power.

BT P UHHTH IS ¢ oIg! Afganail @1 I goul o 4w g, dfch ag s Xfad
it off Irerifae wifed & 981 sea US|
The LDF has fielded 17 women candidates, the UDF 12, and the NDA 14.

LDF 9 17 Afgdr S¥EaR, UDF 3 12, 3R NDA 7 14 #fgdr SWfigar IR 1

Support across party lines for the reservation Bill is yet to catalyse a practical shift in
political culture.
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As Kerala marches towards the Assembly election, a stark and familiar contradiction has
once again taken centre stage.

;@ﬁﬁ%ﬁm&nwﬁ 3R 96 BT 8, Th WY 3R RMAT fARAUTHRT bR e o1
I

Despite women outnumbering men on the final electoral rolls, the candidate lists released
by the major fronts tell a story of exclusion.

Sifowm waerar It & nieast @ I@m e 811 & drace 4T IeHifae 7l & SEHeaR
T AEPR B e a3

Across the 140 constituencies, women remain a decimal point in a male-dominated power
struggle.

140 faemuT &= & mfigang snft o qeu-wer= gt wad ¥ sga sy g A §|

This raises urgent questions about whether the State’s high literacy and social progress
are merely veneer-deep when it comes to political empowerment.

Y I8 FaTdl 334l § 1o o1 I i 3o TRl 3R ATHIRS WIfd bad Sl fe@mar e,
WD TSI ARATRIBRUT b HHS H|

This persistent gender paradox suggests that while women are the primary drivers of
Kerala’s high voter turnout, the winnability argument continues to be used by male-
dominated party machineries to keep them away from power.

g TR &1 Afre faRtemurs fexarar § for nftams dva o =1 wae™ ufasra & g7 aog
&, AfesT Sfta= St FUTEET (winnability) BT T 3HR GEY-YH UIfear 3¢ Wl | gv 3@ |
The United Democratic Front has faced sharp criticism for fielding only nine women out of
92 Congress candidates.

@ﬁ%@%ﬁmmﬁgz PO IFGaRI 1 T dad o Afgansli & fcdhe 1 W Fe!
SHTARAT hT HIHAT b1 US|

When candidates from parties like the Revolutionary Marxist Party and the Muslim League
are included, the total number of women candidates in the UDF reaches 12.

e et aifRdve urdt sik gfeas o orft wiféat & =nfira fasar Sirar 8, o UDF &
Fo Afgen ITIGART B WA 12 B SITeht 5

The situation is equally grim within the Left Democratic Front, which has nominated only 17
women.

Rl due Suiwie® e & oft I & W19 7, o daa 17 afgars &1 fewe & g
While this 12% representation is a marginal improvement, it remains far below meaningful
empowerment.

BT 12% Hfaffia disT YuR g, dAfd- 98 arafds a=ifea®d o ¥ 9gd HH 7

The National Democratic Alliance has fielded around 14 women, and the overall narrative
remains one of exclusion.

ARFA SHEhfE® AR 3 U 14 Aigansit & fewme faan § ok oo e Rufa anfh ot
TP R &1 & &l

Patriarchal structures

LEER LY

Since the first Kerala Assembly in 1957, only 100 women have ever been elected to the
House.

1957 B Uget A fAUFHHT ¥ 39 % PHad 100 HZATE & T H T T8 §

Kerala often stands as a beacon for human development, yet the gap between social
indicators and political representation remains a stark irony.

PR AR WG fAPTT BT STV THT 11 &, Qb1 ATHIOIS GBI 3R ISP
ufafAfte & 9 &1 iR T 53! fage 3|

Although women outnumber men, this demographic strength has never translated into
political power.

BTl Afganal Bt Wem e §, AfchT g siie Wfe ) Ieifae wfe 7 & seelt
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e Women have yet to cross the 10% threshold in either the State Assembly or Parliament.
A snft da faem T o Idvg § 10% $t W ot uR 76 R U B

e This disparity shows that high social indicators do not automatically dismantle patriarchal
structures.

%Wm%%wwmmmmmmﬁﬁwﬁ
|

e “In a society that prides itself on gender justice and progressive politics, the absence of
women from major decision-making bodies is a significant systemic failure.”

“Th VY Al # S ARI® =T 3R WRTfor=ite Irsrife R 74 Sl 5, Ig1 Fuig o areft
Teyraft # nigaret ot sufufa te st yomelia fawaar g 1”

e According to CPI(M) leader C.S. Sujatha, the deeply rooted patriarchal nature of Kerala
society acts as a barrier.

CPI(M) a1 . TH. JoITdT & IR B GAS B! e Fqaarers I & Jod ot aem ]

o “While we see minor shifts, they fall short of what is necessary to achieve a truly equitable
society.”

‘FS BIC AT 3 W §, A I T IRafads THH JUIS s & forg vl =gt § 17

Genuine conviction

IRdfd® Ufdagd

e Political parties must develop a genuine conviction regarding the need for women in
politics.
TS Gal D! ST B AfgETs @1 SRexd &l ddx IR Ffaasdl A Rid Bt
B

e There are highly capable women leaders, and the barrier is not the lack of talent.
H3 T&W A A1 AING §, ST TR UfaHT &1 8t Tg1 o |

e Parties celebrate women’s empowerment in speeches but hesitate to share actual power.

urféar Hoi H AfgEr TR 01 Bt a1 Bl §, Al ardfd® |T ¢ ¥ fgasdd g

e Despite support for the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, there has been no practical shift in
political culture.

A =ifaa de= Siftfram & g1= faem & Jrace Ieifa® Sepfa § $is aRafds seaa
TEI gam gl

e Women are the backbone of grassroots mobilisation, social welfare programmes, and party
activities.
Tigans S TR WR W6, TS S srimAT 3R urdf nfafafiat @ e |l

e But these women are often overlooked during ticket distribution.

QA fepe fadRur & Tra 3f Afgarslt &) SRR Ao H= f&ar war 81
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LS passes new
transgender
Bill as MPs
stage walkout

A!!na! Lgsﬁm

NEW DELHI

Amid an Opposition-led
walkout, the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed by voice
vote the Transgender Per-
sons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026,
which proposes to remove
transgender people’s right
to self-determination of
gender, and introduces a
clause for examination by a
medical board to deter-
mine their gender.

The MPs who walked
out of the House were from
parties such as the Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party,
Trinamool Congress, DMK,
Shiv Sena (UBT), National-
ist Congress Party, and the
CPI(M). Congress whip
Manickam Tagore said
they walked out as they
were “not satisfied with
the reply” of the Minister
on the Bill. Transgender
rights groups, civil society
leaders, and several promi-
nent members of the com-
munity condemned the
passing of the Bill as an
“injustice”.

Union Minister for So-
cial Justice Virendra Kumar
said the Bill sought to stop
adults and children from
being “forced or com-
pelled” to become or pre-
sent as transgender per-
sons through hormone
therapy or other interven-
tions, and strengthened
punishments for crimes
against transgender per-
sons. He said the Bill was
aimed at empowering the
transgender community.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

25Mar. LS passes new transgender Bill as MPs stage
walkout

AeaYT A 74T eiTviex faae v faear, JiRael &1
qiw 3ATST

e Amid an Opposition-led walkout, the Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed by voice vote the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026.
fauer & qipende & 319, AHAYUT A HAIR D! d199 die I Trasiex
feaal (SIfUeRY &1 T&on JMe fagus, 2026 Tilkd fean

e The Bill proposes to remove transgender people’s right to
self-determination of gender, and introduces a clause for examination
by a medical board to determine their gender.

g fads ciasie aafaddl & T @t are-FulRor & sifier @i ger
T TR IRl § IR 3 foiT YR & fore afewa 918 gR1 i &1
Ay Rl gl

e The MPs who walked out of the House were from parties such
as the Congress, Samajwadi Party, Trinamool Congress, DMK, Shiv
Sena (UBT), Nationalist Congress Party, and CPI(M).

S e 9 ¥ 18R Y, § $RY, gUISard! Urdf, qUid S, DMK,
ﬁa@m(UBT),wmuﬁsﬁ? cpl(M)@ﬁaﬁrﬁm

e Congress whip Manickam Tagore said they walked out as they
were “not satisfied with the reply” of the Minister on the Bill.
Fi0w f@u Afdred MR 7 $e1 fob 3 3HfoT J1ex U Riffd 9 fadas R
T & wIaT9 I g T8 A

e Transgender rights groups, civil society leaders, and several
prominent members of the community condemned the passing of the Bill
as an “injustice”.

Tiasie} JARIPR Tgl, Rifaed Srarset Adrst ok I4er™ & &8 ugd
T = 39 [989® 31 “S=ar” Sar|

e Union Minister for Social Justice Virendra Kumar said the Bill
sought to stop adults and children from being “forced or compelled” to
become or present as transgender persons through hormone therapy
or other interventions.

qrTfore =ara Wt IR $HR A we1 5 g8 fAdgs aoe! SR a= &
g Rt a1 3 T ¥ gRIvieR §91 & T Aoy fe S 3§ A
& forg @mar g

e He added that the Bill strengthened punishments for crimes
against transgender persons.

I wel [ g8 fadas gieisy aafawTal & faeme srRTal & forg
T FSIT BT YT Rl B

e He said the Bill was aimed at empowering the transgender
community.

3I5iH Hal & I8 A9 Tiaciex TG &I Fad 999 & 3539 I
R AT ]
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Dwarka Basin: an ancient haven

GR®T IR TP U 3M1yg d

25Mar

New jihadist attack on military post in Burkina kills 14 soldiers

g1 Bl | 99 Tel wR 7Y rgTdl ghd | 14 Sl @ Ja

25Mar

Israel to ‘take control of security zone’ up to Litani River in Lebanon

SURTSA AT | frart 78t 9% <YRET &7 W= fAazor s

Dwarka Basin: an ancient haven

n February, researchers from
l 1IT-Bombay, the Indian Statistical

Institute, and IISER-Kolkata
reported that fossil beds in the Dwarka
Basin date back to the early Miocene
epoch. They identified 42 species of
snails, including four new to science,
that indicated the area was once warm
and rich in nutrients. The findings are
expected to help scientists better
understand the ancient marine
environments and biodiversity of
western India.
The Dwarka Basin is a significant
geological and archaeological region
located off the coast of Gujarat. It
mainly refers to a sedimentary basin in
the Kathiawar Peninsula that contains
layers of marine rocks and fossils.
Geologists are interested in the Basin to
understand the earth’s history over
millions of years. The Basin features
rock layers such as the Gaj and Dwarka
formations dating back to the Miocene
epoch (23 million to 5.3 million years
ago). These layers hold a wealth of
marine fossils, including ancient snails
and foraminifera. Energy companies are
also exploring the basin for potential
signs of oil and gas deposits beneath
the volcanic rock.
The area’s popularity surged in the
1980s when marine archaeologists

India.

Petrographlc thin-section i image of an Ammonia
sp. microfossil in the Gaj formation of the
Dwarka Basin. DOI: 10.1017/JPA.2025.10198

found submerged pillars and over 120
stone anchors on the seafloor near the
modern city of Dwarka. Experts from
the Archaeological Survey of India
continue to dive into the basin to map
these structures. The Gujarat
government has also announced plans
to launch submarine tourism here to
allow visitors to see the structures
firsthand.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

25Mar. Dwarka Basin: an ancient
haven

SR®T IRM: TP U Myg el

e In February, researchers from IIT-
Bombay, the Indian Statistical Institute, and
IISER-Kolkata reported that fossil beds in the
Dwarka Basin date back to the early Miocene
epoch.

TRt H TSaTsdl-aira, R HifsTat
TR, 3R TS ATSTHS AR-BIeADIAT &
SMematel A gar & gReT AR o Sfiary urd
WRIAYS AR 1 &t 5

e They identified 42 species of snails,
including four new to science, that indicated the
area was once warm and rich in nutrients.
Sl utel BT 42 yeITfadl &1 gg= B, fomH
TR TS gt nfid 8, S e § o a8 &=
Fit T 3R vive ael A HRYR Tl

e The findings are expected to help
scientists better understand the ancient marine
environments and biodiversity of western

2 frsm ot § Aot &1 urie It watavor ok ufifft yra $t J9 fafyyar & g
THEH H Hag e

e The Dwarka Basin is a significant geological and archaeological region located off the
coast of Gujarat.

ERPT 3R T AUl YATS 3R RIS &3 8, Sl ToRTd & dc & U fRUd g1

e It mainly refers to a sedimentary basin in the Kathiawar Peninsula that contains layers of
marine rocks and fossils.

I g ©U J PIfSUars Uragu § fRyd 1 raardt Ry o deifa orar g, forad It
TSI 3R Siargdl &1 )R

o Geologists are interested in the Basin to understand the earth’s history over millions of
years.
YaTe 39 aRA & 3R Tad § aife 3 arel auf # gudt & sfaer & g0 95|

e The Basin features rock layers such as the Gaj and Dwarka formations dating back to the
Miocene epoch (23 million to 5.3 million years ago).
=9 IRA T 71T 3R GRPT I SRft T 1R &, ot Ar=fi= gor (23 e ¥ 5.3
fufera ad od) o1 |1

e These layers hold a wealth of marine fossils, including ancient snails and foraminifera.
7 WAl B TR W A g} shared ute od ¥, R uehe i ik et B

e Energy companies are also exploring the basin for potential signs of oil and gas deposits
beneath the volcanic rock.
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ol U 39 ARM W SaTaTgi gl & - GHIfad 9d S8R i HeR & Wiet Hf R &
gl

e The area’s popularity surged in the 1980s when marine archaeologists found submerged
pillars and over 120 stone anchors on the seafloor near the modern city of Dwarka.
39 &3 DI A iuadT 1980%?Wﬁaaﬁaam§tgﬂaaﬁﬁﬁaﬂqﬁ$mmwasw
% I IR g4 g WY 3R 120 I AP TR & TR ol

o Experts fromthe Archaeological Survey of India continue to dive into the basin to map
these structures.

YR [T T & AR 39 WREA137 &1 HHREU & & fog sndt +ff afm & Marard
GRS

e The Gujarat government has also announced plans to launch submarine tourism here to
allow visitors to see the structures firsthand.

TORTd TRBR 7 T81 Ugedl Tfes Y& S &) Ao &) 9N $1 § difs Tfeds 37 TRaaft

! 1Y 3@ b |
ABIDJAN 25Mar. New jihadist attack on military
New jihadist attack on military post in Burkina kills 14 soldiers

. S : FT o § I At W e erd
post in Burkina kills 14 soldiers e 14 AT A e

e Ajihadist attack on a military post killed at
least 14 soldiers in northern Burkina Faso, which
has seen a flare-up in violence in recent weeks,
security officials said on Tuesday.

% reTd) gHeT U 3 Adl W g o It

FH BT H 1 I 5 14 @I B A 9,
ST BT 3 TRl  f A gf 3 S B, e
SABIRGT = HITAIR Bl gl |
A jihadist attack on a military post killed at least 14 soldiers in ° Al-Qaeda’s branch in the .Sa hel’ the GrOUp
northern Burkina Faso, which has seen a flare-up in violence in for the Support of Islam and Muslims (‘]NI M),

recent weeks, security officials said on Tuesday. A-Qaeda'sbranch ~ claimed responsibility for the attack in Bagade on
in the Sahel, the Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM), Saturday.

claimed responsibility for the attack in Bagade on Saturday. AFp SA-PTAST aﬂ. -'F"%H TR, _g_q_ ,q,_\h_ T ﬁ !; Gﬁ'q;
AT TS GRET=T (INIM) = AR &I 9Ts § §T g &1 foTiiGR] ot |
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Israel to ‘take control of security
zone’ up to Litani River in Lebanon

IDF has destroyed all five bridges over the Litani River, ‘used by Hezbollah for transporting terrorists, weapons, rockets,

and launchers; says Katz; Israeli military is applying the ‘Rafah and Beit Hanoun model’ from Gaza, adds Defence Minister

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

sraeli Defence Minis-

ter Israel Katz said on

Tuesday that the mili-
tary would take control of
south Lebanon all the way
to the Litani River.

“All five bridges over the
Litani that were used by
Hezbollah for the passage
of terrorists and weapons
have been blown up, and
the IDF (Israeli military)
will control the rest of the
bridges and the security
zone up to the Litani,” Mr.
Katz said during a visit to a
military command centre
in Israel.

The military said it had
destroyed a bridge across

First aid responders work at the site of an Israeli air strike that
targeted the southern Lebanese city of Tyre on Tuesday. AFP

the Litani river overnight,
which it says was used by
Iran-backed Lebanese mili-
tant group Hezbollah “for
transferring weapons,
rockets and launchers”.

Mr. Katz added that the
hundreds of thousands of
south Lebanon residents
who were displaced by the
West Asia war this month
“will not return south of

the Litani River until secur-
ity is guaranteed for the re-
sidents of the north” of
Israel.

He said that Israel’s mili-
tary was “following the
model of Rafah and Beit
Hanoun”, two cities that
were largely destroyed
during more than two
years of war in Gaza, and
which remain under Israeli
military control.

In southern Lebanon,
Mr. Katz said this meant
that the military was des-
troying Hezbollah infras-
tructure “as well as the
houses in the Lebanese
contact villages near the
border which serve as ac-
tual terror outposts”.

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s

Health Ministry said that
an Israeli strike on Bsha-
moun, south of Beirut,
killed two persons on
Tuesday, while strikes on
the capital’s southern sub-
urbs continued throughout
the night.

France’s Foreign Minis-
ter Jean-Noel Barrot, in an
interview, said that Israel
should “refrain” from
sending in forces to take
control of a zone in south
Lebanon, warning that
such a move would have
“major humanitarian
consequences”.

Lebanon was pulled in-
to the West Asia war when
Hezbollah began firing
rockets into Israel on
March 2.

25Mar. Israel to ‘take control of security zone’ up to Litani River in Lebanon

SRS da-H ¥ forart 1t a& R &5 W fAEEor s

o |DF has destroyed all five bridges over the Litani River, ‘used by Hezbollah for transporting
terrorists, weapons, rockets, and launchers,’ says Katz; Israeli military is applying the ‘Rafah
and Beit Hanoun model’ from Gaza, adds Defence Minister
ATESTE 3 Rt 7 W 5 T g golt Y AF B R 2, e Ui fesgears gr
3T arierdl, TRART, be 3R Tl=RT % gRae & forg fobar Sirar o, Feet = e, e w3 A
ST o SoRTSH 1 TSl & WIS SR 9 g1 s &I AN R 6! 8

o |sraeli Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Tuesday that the military would take control of
south Lebanon all the way to the Litani River.

SORTSA & &1 WAt SORTSE et 7 HAaR &1 w8l fo I gfeor e R Rrart 71 as
feor R |

o “All five bridges over the Litani that were used by Hezbollah for the passage of terrorists and
weapons have been blown up, and the IDF (Israeli military) will control the rest of the bridges
and the security zone up to the Litani,” Mr. Katz said during a visit to a military command
centre in Israel.

fRrart R 57 3t uiw ga, e SuahT fRegedre grT srdwantedr 3R eR[RY & Sarm
& fore fpar SiTar o1, JeT feu MU R, SR SNt (ZeRTSelt AA) SIS gal 3fR JR&T &F W
fere= e e B, ft e 3 ToRIE & Ub W HHS TR b GR & GRM Hel|

e The military said it had destroyed a bridge across the Litani river overnight, which it says was
used by Iran-backed Lebanese militant group Hezbollah “for transferring weapons, rockets
and launchers”.

I 7 gl [ I AARTa forari 7t R Ue ga &1 18 & o, et suanT s waffa
A SUATdY TYE fevgeee gR1 “eRAR, Ihe 3R di=r” WFIARd B & for fbar
SIGLRI

e Mr. Katz added that the hundreds of thousands of south Lebanon residents who were
displaced by the West Asia war this month “will not return south of the Litani River until
security is guaranteed for the residents of the north” of Israel.

ﬁzgﬁ@a o 39 7ER Uy TR gg & SR A g aféror de=m & ardl an
= T & <féur & 99 % T3 AT O ah IoRTSd & St ATl 3t grem YRy
"
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He said that Israel’'s military was “following the model of Rafah and Beit Hanoun”, two cities
that were largely destroyed during more than two years of war in Gaza, and which remain
under Israeli military control.

I35 Hg1 [ STRIZA Bt I IBTE SR 9 g1 AiSe” HT Ul TR a1 6, I &1 AeX g off
o1 A ) AT | 3P & Geg & SR BIBT 88 b Y 81 MU & 3R 3t off soRTSen O
Ao A 8

In southern Lebanon, Mr. Katz said this meant that the military was destroying Hezbollah
infrastructure “as well as the houses in the Lebanese contact villages near the border which
serve as actual terror outposts”.

Eféor Ae A, ft b A F91 % 9T Taas § fas 31 Regears & giard ek & -
1 T & U U AT " Mial & W1 D1 4 7Y IR I@1 7, O “ARATAD TPt
Sl & Fud o wd

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s Health Ministry said that an Israeli strike on Bshamoun, south of
Beirut, killed two persons on Tuesday, while strikes on the capital’s southern suburbs
continued throughout the night.

9 o9, Ae P WTRY HATAY - el b aed P gieur # axH- R SoREd gqd d
TR &I g1 AN B Ad 81 718, Tafe I5eT & feuft STFRT IR g9a Id 4R RT3 |

France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot, in an interview, said that Israel should “refrain”
from sending in forces to take control of a zone in south Lebanon, warning that such a move
would have “major humanitarian consequences”.

Wi & faee Tt SHiH-A1Td IRY A Ue WEThR | SHal (& SoR1Sd DI Ieor ae= | fodt
& W g0 A1 & foe 91 Ao 9 qaer arfew”, SfR JdraHt & fb v wer iR aedta
oy o g |

Lebanon was pulled into the West Asia war when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel on
March 2.

A 3! Ui TR g o 99 Gia fomn man o9 ffgere A 2 A ®f SoRsd WR Idbe
oM T fu
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Court cannot sit in judgment on a community’s belief: TDB

SreTad fodl e 1 ur=arsil wR fAvig T8 ¢ a&dt: TDB
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AU 3 TRY gATE! & forg ST ywror Srfvrand faan
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SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’
status O or nimaus, bu SLS, S

Top court says conversion to any other religion Petitioner filed an appeal under the SC Act of 1989, HC had held that the petitioner could not claim
will lead to loss of Scheduled Caste status alleging he suffered repeated attacks and caste slurs protection under SC Act as he is a Christian now
GS llPoity

Krishnadas Rajagopal Sikh religion was added to estation of ome’s faith. Justice Mishra observed. scribe religion-based exclu-

NEW DELHI the ambit of Clause 3 in |dent'\ty queg‘[ion Christianity, by its very the- A person claiming to sion as in the case of the

1956. The provision was
T he Supreme Court further amended in 1990

ological foundation, does have “re-converted” to Scheduled Caste communi-
not recognise or incorpo- Hinduism, Sikhism, or ty. Justice Mishra said a
rate the institution of Buddhism must “cumula- person could claim bene-

The top court said that 2 person professing a religion other thun
I L those mentioned in Clause 3 connot be part of a scheduled caste
on Tuesday held in  to include persons profess-

a judgment that a  ing Buddhism. = Clause 3 of the = The Sikh religion was added to caste,” Justice Mishra tively and conclusively es- fits under the Constitution
person professing any reli- “This bar under Clause Canstitution (Scheduled |- the ambit of Clause 31n 1356 agreed with the High tablish” clear proof of his  (ST) Order, 1950, only if he
gion other than Hinduism, 3 of the Constitution (Sche- tf;ﬁzsa'tgﬂﬁzt{i?‘ & The provision wias further Court. earlier caste; provide cred-  or she continued to belong
Buddhism, or Sikhism duled Castes) Order, 1950 s i Sl amended In 1830 to Inelude Thetop courtsaidacon- ible and unimpeachable to that particular tribe “in
should not be considereda  is categorical and abso- a rellgion different persons professing Bugdhism vert who did not profess evidence of bona fide re-  substance”.
member of a Schedule lute,” Justice Mishra, who ftom Hinduish shall be = The tap court shserved that the any of the three religions—  conversion to the original “If, due to conversion or
Caste community. authored the judgment, in- deemad to be 3 member ~  barinflause 3 is 'categarical Hinduism, Buddhism, and  religion; and show satisfac-  long-term abandonment of

The court concluded terpreted the 1950 Order.
that conversion to any oth-
er religion would result in ~ Appeal by convert
“immediate and complete  The court was hearing an

falschediid et and absolute” K Sikhism —in Clause 3 of the  tory evidence that mem- tribal customs, his/her tri-

#1950 Order could not claim  bers of his original caste bal identity is in doubt,
any “statutory benefit, pro-  have accepted and assimi-  that question becomes a
tection, reservation or en- lated him into the factual matter to be deter-

loss of Scheduled Caste sta-  appeal filed by Chinthada ? n titlement” of a Scheduled community. mined at trial.. If it is
tus from the moment of Anand, who was born a Caste (SC) member. Justice The court said renuncia-  proved that the person in
conversion, regardless of Hindu-Madiga (Scheduled High Court,inadecisionin  fess”inClause 3 ofthe1950  Mishra said the bar admit-  tion of the new religion by  question has completely
birth”. Caste) but converted to  Aprillast year, quashed the  Order. ted no exception. the convert should tran- renounced himself from

A Bench of Justices Christianity to become a  criminal proceedings on “The term ‘profess’ con- “A person who profess-  slate to the actual adoption ~ the customs, rituals and
Prashant Kumar Mishra pastor. the ground that Mr. Anand  notes to publicly declareor s and practices such reli-  and observance of the cus-  other traits ofhis tribe, and
and Manmohan invoked Mr. Anand had filed a  could no longer claim pro-  practice a religion. its es- gion for personal, social toms, usages, practices, ri- has assimilated into the

Clause 3 of the Constitu- case under the Scheduled tection under the 1989 Act  sence lies in the open avo-  and spiritual purposescan-  tuals, and religious obliga-  converted religion follow-
tion (Scheduled Castes) Or- Castes and Scheduled as he professed Christiani- wal of one’s religious be-  not, in law, assert member-  tions of the original caste. ing the practices and cus-
der, 1950, which mandates  Tribes (Prevention of ty. The High Court was of liefs in a manner ship of a Scheduled Caste toms of that particular reli-
that “no person who pro-  Atrocities) Act of 1989 after  the view that the caste sys-  discernible to the publicat  for the purpose of securing ~ Scheduled Tribes Order  gion, a reasonable
fesses a religion different  he alleged that he had suf*  tem was not recognised in  large. It is not merely a statutory benefits. Thetwo  The judgment also dealt inference can be drawn

from Hinduism shall be fered repeated attacks and  Christianity. question of personal belief  positions are mutually ex- with the Constitution thatsuch a person shall not
deemed to be amember of  caste slurs. The top court drew at-  or private conviction, but  clusive and contrary to the  (Scheduled Tribes) Order, be considered a part of the
a Scheduled Caste”. The The Andhra Pradesh tention to the term “pro- requiresanoutward manif- Constitutional scheme,” 1950, which did not pre- tribe,” the court held.

25Mar. SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’

Tt gult bad g, s, el & forw

e The top court says conversion to any other religion will lead to loss of Scheduled Caste
status.
i Srarad A el [ fheit o o & uRad= $3 ¥ S S1fd &1 goif 997 g e
o Petitioner filed an appeal under the SC Act of 1989, alleging he suffered repeated attacks
and caste slurs.

il 7 SC SAfUfraw 1989 & dgd Uid GRR &1, T§ 3HRIY T §T fh 3T IR-AR
gHA 3R ST SO i |

e HC had held that the petitioner could not claim protection under SC Act as he is a Christian
now.

I T 2 8T YT fob aifepTedl sc iffam & dgd TReUT &7 <raT T8t B ddbdl Flfh
I 3 §H1S ¢

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday held in a judgment that a person professing any religion
other than Hinduism, Buddhism, or Sikhism should not be considered a member of a

Scheduled Caste community.

¥ B 3 HTeaR B 3o Foia | Fa1 6 o aufad g, dies a1 g o7f & orarar foveit
3 Y B gl ¢, SN Srggfud Sifd UG &1 9ax gl AT S|

e The court concluded that conversion to any other religion would result in “immediate and
complete loss of Scheduled Caste status from the moment of conversion, regardless of
birth”.
3ferera = frsay faren 36 faredt s e & uftad o 9 “qRa iR Iuf U & srggfara s
BT ol T 1 ST, 918 o F $6 N gl

e A Bench of Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and Manmohan invoked Clause 3 of the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, which mandates that “no person who
professes a religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed to be a member of a
Scheduled Caste”.

ryfd u=rid FHR Ay o waHE o) fio A wfyurs (erggfaa wfa) smewr, 1950 Ft
YIRT 3 BT FaTel 1S, Sl ol § 1o ol afad fg u F S o 1 I 3, 3¢ Sggferd
SITfel T He™ gt | S|

e The Sikh religion was added to the ambit of Clause 3 in 1956.

Rr@ yvt 31 1956 T YRT 3 % TR & ST T4
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The provision was further amended in 1990 to include persons professing Buddhism.
SHUEYF & 1990 & TR o die o &I ot =niferet fasam |

“This bar under Clause 3 of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 is categorical
and absolute,” Justice Mishra, who authored the judgment, interpreted the 1950 Order.

T (SR Sfa) 3meer, 1950 Bt ¥RT 3 b dgd U Uidsy Wy 3R gl 8, Fofg frem
qral =aradfel o = FeTl

Appeal by convert

yyfafed grRT erfter

The court was hearing an appeal filed by Chinthada Anand, who was born a Hindu-Madiga
(Scheduled Caste) but converted to Christianity to become a pastor.

3fererd FRIUTST i 1 sl g et o, & o W fig-afewm (srggfua snfa) 3 afe uigd
11 & forg gams enf 7 ufkaffa g1

Mr. Anand had filed a case under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989 after he alleged that he had suffered repeated
attacks and caste slurs.

ot 3T 7 SgfId Sfd Td SHeta (SrAmaR fAaron sif¥fa, 1989 & dgd e gof
foam T, I8 SRIY T §U % 361 IR-R §HA 3R ST SUA |

The Andhra Pradesh High Court, in a decision in April last year, quashed the criminal

proceedings on the ground that Mr. Anand could no longer claim protection under the 1989
Act as he professed Christianity.

TS TS I AT - U af Sfie H SMRIRS HRIGTE! B X, B &A1 U, T8 Hed gu
5 ot 3 are SaTE o« AFa §, 3aferu 3 1989 SRIFFAH & T8 TREUT BT graT T8t HR b |
The High Court was of the view that the caste system was not recognised in Christianity.
I ATag &1 A7d O7 fo $918 9 H S1fe sgaw4T &) /g 8l ]

The top court drew attention to the term “profess” in Clause 3 of the 1950 Order.

g I = 1950 TSR BT URT 3 H “profess (GG SIATHAT)” Weg W &M o
“The term ‘profess’ connotes to publicly declare or practice a religion.

“profess’ g HT 3 § WAWHS =0 I fardit ﬂﬁé@ﬁﬁmmm UTei AT
Its essence lies in the open avowal of one’s religious beliefs in a manner discernible to the
public at large.

SHPT IR U 1t Ay &1 Wideie U ¥ WE ¥4 § Fad B 5
It is not merely a question of personal belief or private conviction, but requires an outward
manifestation of one’s faith.

Ig Bl AR YT BT % eI ©, fewp 3o o o1 a1t UeR o offawas g |
Christianity, by its very theological foundation, does not recognise or incorporate the
institution of caste,” Justice Mishra agreed with the High Court.

3918 o Ut ga enfifes SR o wifer srawT Y Agar T8 &, raHfd e A =
AT Y FeAfd SIS |

The top court said a convert who did not profess any of the three religions — Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Sikhism — in Clause 3 of the 1950 Order could not claim any “statutory
benefit, protection, reservation or entitlement” of a Scheduled Caste (SC) member.
Tated <RITerd A ol o S fad fig, i a1 Ria oR| &1 7181 A1, 98 Sr_gfa oifd &
fopddl W BT ST, VT, SMREIT AT JTUBR” BT 1T g1 HR Hebdll |

Justice Mishra said the bar admitted no exception.

arafe e A el i 39 ufdsy § IS siuarg el g1

“A person who professes and practices such religion for personal, social and spiritual
purposes cannot, in law, assert membership of a Scheduled Caste for the purpose of
securing statutory benefits.

ST Safed SafdeTd, AR 3R Seatfdie Ie=at & fore T o u-TdT §, 98 S
AT S $! YGRIdT F G1a1 Tal B qavdT|

The two positions are mutually exclusive and contrary to the Constitutional scheme,” Justice
Mishra observed.

Y T Ut Tep-geR & fAwsid 8 ik Faenfae sawut & fyare €, <madfd fisn 3 werl
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A person claiming to have “re-converted” to Hinduism, Sikhism, or Buddhism must

“cumulatively and conclusively establish” clear proof of his earlier caste.

a\‘sﬂﬂ@% g o aRad= (re-conversion) %1 3aT FHRaT 8, S 30 d S BT T YA AT
I

Provide credible and unimpeachable evidence of bona fide reconversion to the original

religion.

Ty B IRafd® gA: URTcH o1 fAya-ig 3R o1 JH101 TRgd BT SHT |

And show satisfactory evidence that members of his original caste have accepted and

assimilated him into the community.

3R T8 1t IS AT 81 3 ITDb! T Sifed F ANl A S THer | WBR B forn B

The court said renunciation of the new religion by the convert should translate to the actual

adoption and observance of the customs, usages, practices, rituals, and religious

obligations of the original caste.

3feTad A el f U ot &1 A Fad iuenie &) 811 a1feT, afews Ha sifa & Hifa-Rare,

wuRTait, wursit ok enfifer wdan o1 SoHFT SR §

Scheduled Tribes Order

The judgment also dealt with the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950, which did
not prescribe religion-based exclusion as in the case of the Scheduled Caste community.

o o wfaur (iR ST 3me=T, 1950 @1 ot Iera fovar wan, o enf smerfva
IRSPR &1 UGy 61 ]

Justice Mishra said a person could claim benefits under the ST Order, 1950 only if he or she
continued to belong to that particular tribe “in substance”.

et s A el f Pis Afda ST SMMERT 1950 & dgd ary dvft & TehdT § ofd 98 arad
IY Sl F ST B

“If, due to conversion or long-term abandonment of tribal customs, his/her tribal identity is in
doubt, that question becomes a factual matter to be determined at trial...

gfe Yy IR I de THY TP SIS TRORTST Bl Ble b HRU ITH! Uga Il &
STt 8, O U8 9IS Uy g o ulieiur & oy far S

If it is proved that the person in question has completely renounced himself from the
customs, rituals and other traits of his tribe, and has assimilated into the converted religion
following the practices and customs of that particular religion, a reasonable inference can be
drawn that such a person shall not be considered a part of the tribe,” the court held.

Ife; g5 Tifad 8 S o safda = ot Sonfa &t wuRTa, Sifa-Rare iz fawarsi & gt
RE OIS a1 8 3R T 4 # g} ke FArfed 81 71§, A T8 ey Febren S Fepert € fob @
AR I SIoTIldl T 3T 78] |1 e |
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Court cannot sit in judgment
on a community’s belief: TDB

Temple board files submissions in SC regarding entry of women of all ages into Sabarimala shrine;

court is slated to hold review hearing from April 7; Kerala govt. had softened its stance on the issue

NEW DELHI

he Travancore De-
T vaswom Board
(TDB), which man-

ages the Sabarimala tem-
ple in Kerala, filed written
submissions in the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday
saying that beliefs and
practices of a community
have to be judged on the
basis of the subjective be-
lief of that community.
The submissions come
ahead of the court’s review
hearing from April 7 on the
entry of women of men-
strual age into the shrine.
“The Supreme Court is
bound to accept the belief
of the community, and it is
not for the court to sit in

Spiritual stage: Pilgrims wait to ascend the sacred steps at the

< —
e X)) 8 ~d

Sabarimala Ayyappa temple. FILE PHOTO

judgment on that belief,”
the TDB said.

Recently, the Kerala go-
vernment had delicately
moderated its earlier cast-
iron stance in the Supreme
Court in favour of entry of
women of menstrual age

into the shrine. The State
government, in submis-
sions filed before the Su-
preme Court on March 14,
said a judicial review of
whether the age-old res-
triction on entry for wo-
men between menarche

and menopause was an es-
sential religious practice
must not be guided by eith-
er reason or sentiment
alone. The State had said
the court, instead, must as-
sess whether the belief —
that women of that age
group should not appear
before the temple deity,
Lord Ayyappa in the celi-
bate or Naishtika Brahma-
chari form — was a “ge-
nuine and
conscientiously” held one.

The submissions of se-
nior advocate A.M. Singhvi
filed by advocate P.S. Sud-
heer for the TDB, said the
limited question the top
court could determine was
whether a belief or prac-
tice of the community was
in fact a part of its religion.

25Mar. Court cannot sit in judgment on a community’s belief: TDB

SreTad fhdl Tqer #t argarsit wR fAvia 981 @ &t TDB

Temple board files submissions in SC regarding entry of women of all ages into Sabarimala
shrine; court is slated to hold review hearing from April 7; Kerala govt. had softened its
stance on the issue.

TR 1S A Gt ®1¢ 1 wadtaTar dfex § Wit oy ot Afgarsll & Ya= R o geltdl qrfad
@, SfETAd 7 AU I THET JAaTE DT, B PR + 39 Te, W 30T 39 A fohar 1|
The Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB), which manages the Sabarimala temple in
Kerala, filed written submissions in the Supreme Court on Tuesday saying that beliefs and
practices of a community have to be judged on the basis of the subjective belief of that
community.

ATGUIGR AT SIS (TDB), Sl HIel & YA HTET HiAR BT Taie= el 8, 3 HIadR Bl

G B¢ 1§ fRIT qaiicl aIiRad HRd U ol [ bl THard Sf Aradmeft 3R Tuteff &1

Tl I TR & SAfRIURS [AYTIT & YR W gHT 18Ul

The submissions come ahead of the court’s review hearing from April 7 on the entry of
women of menstrual age into the shrine.

A 3l 7 e A g arelt weem gaTE 3 ugd o B, o Wit udf omg #t afgenait &
HfeR ¥ g% WR fdaR g1

“The Supreme Court is bound to accept the belief of the community, and it is not for the court
to sit in judgment on that belief,” the TDB said.

“TDB** 3 &gl f& Jiw HI T &1 Arareh & WeHR a1 & o a1ed § 3R 3igrerd &l
3 W g =gt &1 =nfew

Recently, the Kerala government had delicately moderated its earlier cast-iron stance in the
Supreme Court in favour of entry of women of menstrual age into the shrine.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 1



www.patrioticlas.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

B 61 8§ e ERPR - JHIH DI T 307 Ugd & HoR vW o A9 foan, S A o 3y
! Afgarsl & o=l & U H ol

The State government, in submissions filed before the Supreme Court on March 14, said a
judicial review of whether the age-old restriction on entry for women between menarche and
menopause was an essential religious practice must not be guided by either reason or
sentiment alone.

o WFHR 7 14 AT H T I B R gaitall B del o AA1D MR AU & i
Afearsll & Haw R R Uidee &1 fard arfifes wur & = & Teiten dad ddb a1 WiaT 4

FefRrd et gt =R

The State had said the court, instead, must assess whether the belief — that women of that

age group should not appear before the temple deity, Lord Ayyappa in the celibate or
Naishtika Brahmachari form — was a “genuine and conscientiously” held one.
o9 A HET b S1aTad ®I T8 SHTHA BT A1y [ I8 fauy — b 39 smyg ol &t afgam
AR & SId1 M AT & 9IFH, S A @ sgraRt 0 F §, SufRd 81 gl amfed —
INAd # “SUFGRT 3R =g & TF1 1§ a1 e
e The submissions of senior advocate A.M. Singhvi filed by advocate P.S. Sudheer for the
TDB, said the limited question the top court could determine was whether a belief or practice
of the community was in fact a part of its religion.
TDB &1 3R ¥ 3ifigadt t.vd. IR gRT gRR IRy aoia T.uw. Rigdt &1 gaial § &gl ™
% Tate AT dad T8 T9 IR Jabdl ¢ [P B TG B dig T=IaT I1 U1 IR § I

o &7 fewam g a1 e

Meghalaya mandates ST proof for Garo polls

Press Trust of India
SHILLONG

Meghalaya Governor C.H.
Vijayashankar on Tuesday
approved a new legislation
of the Garo Hills Autono-
mous District Council
(GHADC) barring non-tri-
bals from contesting the
tribal council elections, of-
ficials said.

The GHADC on Monday
approved a key amend-
ment mandating that only
Scheduled Tribe members
can contest the polls, effec-
tively ending the participa-
tion of non-tribals after ov-
er seven decades.

The amendment
effectively ends the
participation of
non-tribals after over
seven decades

The April 10 elections to
the tribal council were ear-
lier postponed following
incidents of violence in
parts of the Garo Hills re-
gion, prompting authori-
ties to review legal and ad-
ministrative  provisions
related to the polls.

Chief Minister Conrad
K. Sangma welcomed the
development and thanked

the Governor for approv-
ing the legislation and the
amended rules mandating
candidates to possess
Scheduled Tribe (ST) cer-
tificates to contest the
council polls. “I would like
to thank the Hon’ble Go-
vernor for approving the
amended rules, making it
mandatory for candidates
to have ST certificates to
contest the GHADC elec-
tions,” Mr. Sangma said.

‘Safeguarding rights’

He said the move would
strengthen the legal frame-
work governing the elec-
tions and ensure that the

25Mar. Meghalaya mandates ST proof for Garo polls

AU A TRI gATEl & fae ST ywror srfvrand faa

e Meghalaya Governor C.H. Vijayashankar on Tuesday approved a new legislation of the
Garo Hills Autonomous District Council (GHADC) barring non-tribals from contesting the
tribal council elections, officials said.

ﬁm%m%ﬂ@ faeramRieR A TR & TR fge W forar uivwg (GHADC)
& U BT S T &, St AR-3nfearlRat o SoTd aRkee gH1d a8+ & Javdl g, iRl

= Tl

intent of the law is upheld.
“This will remove any am-
biguity and ensure that on-
ly eligible candidates as
per the provisions of the
council can contest the
elections,” the CM added.

Officials said the legisla-
tion was aimed at reinforc-
ing existing provisions and
safeguarding the rights and
representation of indige-
nous tribal communities in
Garo HillsThe GHADC,
constituted under the
Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, is tasked with
protecting the governance
systems of the tribals in the
Garo Hills region.
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e The GHADC on Monday approved a key amendment mandating that only Scheduled Tribe
members can contest the polls, effectively ending the participation of non-tribals after over
seven decades.

GHADC ¥ ¥iHdR &1 T HedqUl ARNA &1 ol 4, o dhadt srggfad siHeifa & Jew
iﬁwaseﬁ%,ﬁmﬁmmrﬁ@%w%mﬁlmﬁﬁaﬁuﬂmwﬁ
|

e The April 10 elections to the tribal council were earlier postponed following incidents of
violence in parts of the Garo Hills region, prompting authorities to review legal and
administrative provisions related to the polls.
ST URYE & 10 e & gHTd U TRI R &9 & 5o i § gs fdar & sRu g
R fU MU 2, oy ifIRET &t g1 & Taifdd STt iR URIEfS Uraeril ot g
CRGIE

e Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma welcomed the development and thanked the Governor

for approving the legislation and the amended rules mandating candidates to possess
Scheduled Tribe (ST) certificates to contest the council polls.

TR HI-RTS &, AT 7 39 BRI &1 WrTd fasar 3R Irsaurd &1 g=arg fear i 3=
3T B 3R TR ot & Aot &, S SRt & Ry erggfRra Strefer (ST) WO
e R g

o “lwould like to thank the Hon’ble Governor for approving the amended rules, making it
mandatory for candidates to have ST certificates to contest the GHADC elections,” Mr.
Sangma said.
o T ITSTUTd ST Y=aTe o1 gt § fob Saie TRnferd fomi ot et &, S GHADC
ATGl § YT O & oy IRt & Uy ST WHIOTGS g1 Sifard g 7 8,7 ot T 3 e

‘Safeguar.ding rights’
‘TUPRI BT J&T

¢ He said the move would strengthen the legal framework governing the elections and ensure
that the intent of the law is upheld.

I8 Fg1 [ 78 Hed gl & FHfd TR a1 ST &R & Toigd SN 3R S &
JET DI AT WA

e “This will remove any ambiguity and ensure that only eligible candidates as per the
provisions of the council can contest the elections,” the CM added.

«7g foradl 1t SRUpdl P R B SR YA BT 3 FHaa uRwg & Uyt & AR a5
IEGAR &l g1 A Hoh,” G&IHAT &gl

o Officials said the legislation was aimed at reinforcing existing provisions and safeguarding the
rights and representation of indigenous tribal communities in Garo Hills.

HfIRAT 3 FeT foh T8 B HISleT UTae™ &l Horgd B 3R TR e o wexft s=erdig
el & freRY iR wfafAfiiea ot ven & forg amn ma g1

e The GHADC, constituted under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, is tasked with
protecting the governance systems of the tribals in the Garo Hills region.

GHADC, STt Ifqem Y T3} et & dgd 7fed §, &1 &1 RI fdew &= & Sonfaal &t
URI SHTRIT F1 38T HAT B
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When the Chief Justice steps away

The recusal of CJI Surya Kant from the Chief Election Commissioner appointment law challenge case raises important questions about conflict of interest,

the doctrine of necessity. and the limits of pre-emptive judicial direction. as well as the need for a statute governing judicial recusal

LETTER AND SPIRIT

V. Venkatesan

n March 20, Chief Justice of

India Surya Kant stepped away

from hearing a batch of

petitions challenging the Chief
Election Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023. The legislation replaced the
Chief Justice of India with a Union
Minister, on the selection panel for
appointing the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners, superseding the
Supreme Court's 2023 interim
arrangement. “I will be accused of
conflict of interest,” the CJI remarked
before directing that the case be listed on
April 7 before a bench comprising judges
not in the line of succession to the office
of the Chief Justice. While the order
directs the Registry to list the case before
a Bench to be earmarked separately by
the Chief Justice of India, his oral remarks
while hearing the case, Dr. Jaya Thakur v.
Union of India (2024), raises questions
that will linger long after the Bench is
constituted. CJI Surya Kant is the second
CJI to recuse from hearing the case.
Earlier, CJI Sanjiv Khanna recused from
hearing the same case in 2024.

The doctrine and its foundations
Recusal flows from one of the oldest
maxims of natural justice: nemo judex in
causa sua — no one shall be a judge in
their own cause. In its modern form, the
Supreme Court has moved from strict
automatic disqualification for pecuniary
interest, as in Manak Lal v. Dr. Prem
Chand (1957), toward a standard of real
likelihood of bias. Ranjit Thakur v. Union
of India (1987) refined this further,
holding that a reasonable apprehension
of bias, and not merely a remote
possibility, justifies withdrawal.

Every court to have the
question has held that the decision to
recuse, rests on the judge's own
conscience. No party can compel it, and
no statute in India codifies the standard,
unlike in the United States where Section
455 of Title 28 of the United States Code
requires a federal judge to disqualify
themselves in any proceeding in which
their impartiality might reasonably be
questioned.

The NJAC precedent

‘The most directly relevant Indian
precedent cuts the other way. When the
validity of the National Judicial
Appointments Commission Act, 2014 was
before a five-judge Constitution Bench in
Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association v. Union of India (2015),
recusal was sought against Justice J.S.
Khehar on the ground that he would
eventually become Chief Justice and
therefore had an institutional stake in
whether the Collegium or the NJAC
governed future appointments. Justice
Khehar refused. His reasoning rested on
two pillars. First, the conflict infected
every judge on the bench, since all would
eventually be part of the Collegium if the
petitioners succeeded, or subject to the
NJAC if they failed. Second, and more
fundamentally, he invoked what legal
systems call the doctrine of necessity:
when the only available forum is also the
forum that faces a disqualifying conflict,
the conflict must yield to institutional
obligation. “If I were to accede to the
prayer for my recusal, I would be
initiating a wrong practice, and laying

No party can compel recu

down a wrong precedent,” he held.
In his concurring opinion, Justice
Kurian Joseph added that a judge

about the disqualification obligations of
judges who have not yet considered the
question for themselves. Recusal is an act

choosing to recuse bears a
duty of transparency, that indicating
reasons for withdrawal is itself part of the
oath of office taken under the Third
Schedule of the Constitution.

The present case

The structural logic of NJAC applies
equally to the CEC law challenge, and
arguably with less force for recusal. Every
sitting judge of the Supreme Court is a
potential future Chief Justice under the
seniority convention established by the
Second Judges case. The conflict of
interest that moved Chief Justice Surya
Kant to step aside, therefore, afflicts every
member of the court simultaneously. The
doctrine of necessity then compels the
conclusion that the Supreme Court must
hear the case regardless, since no
alternative court of equivalent jurisdiction
exists, while acknowledging the conflict
openly, as the NJAC Bench did. The CJI's
recusal, viewed through this lens,
represents a departure from a principle
the court itself laid down a decade ago.

A direction that binds successors
More troubling than the recusal itself is
the accompanying oral direction (as
reported by the media, though the order
uploaded s silent on this). By specifying
that the replacement bench must exclude
judges in line to become Chief Justice, the
CJ1 has made a prospective determination

oIS {RST ~ATATEIET e 8 o &

of indivi Jjudicial i It
cannot be mandated in advance by a
predecessor. To pre-assign a conflict of
interest to judges who have not
adjudicated whether one exists is to
collapse the distinction between
institutional incapacity and personal
disqualification.

There is a further problem the
direction does not account for: the office
of the Chief Justice has occasionally
passed to judges outside the expected
seniority line due to the resignation,
health, or death of those ahead of them. A
judge constituted on the replacement
bench as someone outside the line of
succession could, through such
contingency, subsequently reach the
office of Chief Justice. The prophylactic
rule, designed to eliminate the
appearance of self-interest, cannot
account for the accidents of judicial
mortality.

CJI Surya Kant’s decision suggests
another incongruity. If the CJI’s recusal of
himself and the other judges, who are in
line to become CJI in the future is
justified, can he, as Master of the Roster,
decide which of the other judges can hear
this case, given that the order authorises
him to earmark the bench? In the recent
debate on the no-confidence motion
against Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
many members from the Opposition
queried whether he could choose the

25Mar. When the Chief Justice steps away

,and no statute in India codifies when a judge must step aside. GETTY IMAG

person who would preside over the
House during the proceedings, even while
choosing to recuse himself. The answer
from the government, that the Speaker’s
post does not envisage a vacancy in office,
may be accurate, but it still fails to satisfy
the doubts on conflict of interest, which
led to the decision to recuse in the first
place.

The need for codification

India has no statute governing judicial
recusal, no binding code of conduct
enforceable against Supreme Court
judges, and no mechanism to review a
recusal decision once made. The
American experience illustrates both the
value of clear rules and their limits
without an external review mechanism:
Section 455 provides a codified objective
standard, but at the apex level it remains
entirely self-enforced.

The CEC law dispute, in which two
successive Chief Justices have now
recused from the same case, underscores
the urgency. When the question of who
appoints the guardians of elections is left
to a bench constituted by informal
direction rather than principled rule, the
deficit is institutional as much as it is
individual.

India's constitutional framework is
well-served by judges who exercise their
discretion with care. It would be better
served still by a framework that
transforms that discretion into obligation.
(V. Venkatesan is a senior legal journalist
and researcher.)

THE GIST

v

On March 20, Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant stepped away
from hearing a batch of
petitions challenging the Chief
Election Commissioner
appointment law, citing
“conflict of interest’.

v

The accompanying oral
direction on constituting a
replacement bench excluding
judges in line to become Chief
Justice, amounts to a
prospective determination by
the CJI on disqualification
obligations of judges.

v

The conflict of interest that led
CJI Surya Kant to step aside,
can be said to affect every
member of the court. However,
the doctrine of necessity
compels the Supreme Court to
hear the case, since no
alternative court of equivalent
jurisdiction exists.

e On March 20, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant stepped away from hearing a batch of
petitions challenging the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023.
20 9/ & YRA & T Arneier gd wid 3 Y- gA1d e
SIS, 2023 B g S aTe AfISTSH BT GaTS A Y B AT HR

e The legislation replaced the Chief Justice of India with a Union Minister on the selection

panel.

Y B - o G HRd & YT AT Bt oiTe U Hetd At &! i & faar|
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It superseded the Supreme Court’s 2023 interim arrangement.

U G I Bt 2023 B HaARH FTRIT B FREd o |

“I will be accused of conflict of interest,” the CJI remarked.

T IrReiRr A gl fb 39 IR fRdl & dv1a o7 SR Sy S|

The case was directed to be listed on April 7 before a Bench not in the line of succession.
AW B 7 A B TG T & T GHag B HT 62 o T off SRS R %0 § 781 5
The Registry was directed to list the case before a Bench earmarked separately by the CJI.
foret &1 fdwr fean man o ame ger =mardi=r grt Aaifya st e & ame gEles o
GITd |

Oral remarks were made during Dr. Jaya Thakur v. Union of India (2024).

e fewfor S, ST STHR a91H YRd WY (2024) & GRM & T |

These remarks raise questions that will linger even after the Bench is constituted.

3 fewfOrdT U Uy IaTc & Sl Ule & 16+ & arg it & B

CJI Surya Kant is the second CJI to recuse from the case.

q@1 =T G Sid 39 AW § e 59 ard ga Yot <arardiE ¢

Earlier, CJI Sanjiv Khanna also recused in 2024.

T Uge HT TS Heitg @aT 7 +ff 2024 H WU &Y 31el71 R oy |

The doctrine and its foundations

frgia MR ST STyRREn

Recusal flows from the maxim “nemo judex in causa sua” — no one shall be a judge in
their own cause.

fagera &1 Rigia “Fm SgST 377 BIAT G I M1l § — Pls Afad 30 gt qd o
AT g1 81 Hehdll|

The Supreme Court moved from strict disqualification for pecuniary interest to real
likelihood of bias.

TiE ®Ic 7 3nfdfe fga & 3MuR W Wd: SANGAl ¥ e Yarig &1 aRafd® TUTaT &
A DI ORI

Manak Lal v. Dr. Prem Chand (1957) dealt with pecuniary interest.

TS A1 999 ST, U dq (1957) H o1 fed o1 ge1 Iamm m il

Ranjit Thakur v. Union of India (1987) held that reasonable apprehension of bias justifies
recusal.

W;@WWW@gsnﬁmw%mﬁaﬁamWﬁﬁa
BRI g

The decision to recuse rests on the judge’s own conscience.

fRagera &1 fAofa <t & w@d & fade Rk axar g

No party can compel recusal.

Dis Ml Tl TR DY Regerat o e S1ed gt o ahdl|

No statute in India codifies this standard.

YRA A Y TS B! fbdlt S W IiRedras et fovar mar ]

In the United States, Section 455 of Title 28 requires recusal if impartiality is questioned.
TYad ¥od SAR®T & e15ed 28 P URT 455 & d8d Aq MIEdl IR FaTd g df <aeier &t
31T BT TSl 8|

The NJAC precedent

LEELEINEEI

The most directly relevant Indian precedent cuts the other way.
T IR URd firre faodia fa=m & et g

When the validity of the National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014 was
before a five-judge Constitution Bench.

mwmm«m, 2014 &1 Iyl Ui AR @ Gy dis &
|
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e InSupreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of India (2015).
A B¢ Tsalbed-3i-Rals TART=E s/ YRd I9 (2015) HI

e Recusal was sought against Justice J.S. Khehar.
AT o . WER & Raas Ragera &t TR &1 18 A

e Onthe grounds that he would become Chief Justice and had an institutional stake.
9 YR R F 3 yfawr & gr <grardir a97 3R 3@ SoImTd {4

e  Whether the Collegium or NJAC governed future appointments.
Hiasy 3 fgfaaal & sraforaw ar gt arg g

e Justice Khehar refused to recuse.

AR Wex A W1 B |

e His reasoning rested on two pillars.
ST qb &1 SMYURT TR SR |
e First, the conflict affected every judge on the bench.
Ugell, U8 ChRId Uts & aHt =mardi=i &Y guifaa Har A
e Since all would be part of Collegium or NJAC eventually.
Fifr Tt Hidwr & Seformy a1 Taoed) &1 fex s4|
e Second, he invoked the doctrine of necessity.
S, I TP T BT Rgid A [
e When the only forum faces conflict, conflict must yield to duty.
Sd THATE Ha H TaRd g, Al B ol yrufiear <t 9 21
e “Recusal would create a wrong precedent,” he held.
I el [ Ragerar § e frra s
e Justice Kurian Joseph added the duty of transparency.

AR HRAT TG - URSRIAT & Fded IR SR &

e Giving reasons for withdrawal is part of the constitutional oath (Third Schedule).

HRU FAHT HAUTP AUy (LT T F7 FwT B

The present case

ELRIEE B
e The structural logic of NJAC applies to the CEC law challenge.
TAICH T ad 39 A IR aFg el |
e And arguably with less force for recusal.
3R gt Ragerd &7 MR 3R FUER B

e Every Supreme Court judge is a potential future Chief Justice.
T T S yiass &1 g =arnshi=r g

e Under the seniority convention of the Second Judges case.
feita =rardter wren & afvgar Rigia & ded|

e The conflict affects every member of the court.
Ig THRId R gAY B U Bar g |

e The doctrine of necessity compels hearing the case.
TagHaT BT Rigid JAdTs S A ST g

e Since no alternative court of equal jurisdiction exists.
i T SAGR aTen HIg 39 TR gl gl

¢ While acknowledging the conflict openly.
T B THIA B Gl ¥ B WIHR HIAT AT

e The CJI's recusal marks a departure from past principles.

&1 =i 1 o g Rria 3 e oxifan g1

A direction that binds successors

FARITIBINGY F1 a9 B aranr o=
e More troublmg |s the oral direction accompanying recusal.
fedrore & Ragera & wr fear T mifaes e
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The direction excludes judges in line to become Chief Justice.

S 31 <RI oY STeR far e o ger <R s @ AR J 7
It makes a prospective determination of disqualification.

I8 Ufas & oy sragar &1 qd freifvor wrar 7

Recusal is an act of individual judicial conscience.

fegeret safaaTTa =aTRie fads o1 ol 71

It cannot be mandated in advance by a predecessor.

33 Ugd T UUT AEY &I YT

Assigning conflict beforehand collapses distinction between institutional incapacity and
personal disqualification.

gsﬁ@ewaumw‘wmar&m 3R AR AT & o9 3R B! JAN DR <l
|

There is a further problem the direction does not account for: the office of the Chief Justice

has occasionally passed to judges outside the expected seniority line due to resignation,
health, or death.

T SR T 2 R ag e e & e e e Jraneh=r &1 ug Huft-ft spféra afvgar
U Y TR & A= HF ot e ST 8, SN @RTu, WA a1 §eg & HRUT|

A judge on the replacement bench, though outside the line of succession, could later become
Chief Justice due to such contingencies.

AR Ule &1 s arreier, Hd g1 STRIN®GR $Ha § 7 81, T uRkfufadi & a1g & g=1
<aranefi=T 9 HHaT B

The prophylactic rule cannot account for such accidents of judicial mortality.

g5 Y™ Fram e ual # g1 arell THT SciRid ge-rsil o1 &= H g1 3@ 9ehdl|

CJI Surya Kant’s decision suggests another incongruity.

T =grardi=r g @id &1 Aol te iR sRivifa gifan ]

If recusal of judges in line to become CJl is justified, can he as Master of the Roster decide
the bench?

gfe ufasr & g =amanehiRr a9 aret =arehtei &1 Ragwa 3Ra 8, @ 31 3 IR F ug
%wﬁ%mmﬂaﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁq%ﬁéﬁm

The order allows him to earmark the bench.

3w 3% Wie i & & srafa ST g

A similar issue arose during the no-confidence motion against Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla.

= aRE &1 e AT Sremel 3 fasen & e ifayy wara & SR Ia7 1|

The opposition questioned whether the Speaker could choose who presides while recusing
himself.

fuer 3 Tarer Iomr o om 3reger Ge Y el HRd U U U8 T9 IR Ahd | b Briaet HF
BEINEERU

The Government said the Speaker’s post does not envisage a vacancy.

WBR A Bl fo 3178l o1 ue e T8t JH1 S|

Yet, this did not resolve the conflict of interest concerns.

bR 1t 3T Rl P eopera A R R S g3

The need for codification

TfATHI01 B ATaIPHdT

India has no statute governing judicial recusal.

YR | e Rergeiel &1 Fafd & T B8 ST 781 ¢
There is no binding code of conduct for Supreme Court judges.
o BIE & AT & fou 315 sifard smar d@fgdr 71 6
There is no mechanism to review a recusal decision.

fragera & ok o1 aeften 1 #1s o T8 B

The American experience shows the value of clear rules but also limits.

AR sgya Wy Aot & Ted iR 3@t durell < &l feard B
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e Section 455 provides a codified standard but remains self-enforced at apex level.
YRT 455 TS Jfediag HFS ol 8, Al 3= TR W I8 T4 AR gt ol
e The CEC law dispute highlights urgency as two CJlIs have recused themselves.
Wt B fare & <) g et & Rogwar § 9@t dicpiferbar Wy gkl 81
e The issue of appointing guardians of elections is being decided without a principled rule.
A1) P TR&P! B it &1 vy faer o1 Rigid & I w1 R|
e The deficit is both institutional and individual.
T8 B HRINT 3R AT Gl Wl W R
e India’s framework is served by judges exercising careful discretion.
YRA &1 AR BT T A= & A Brerar § S Araurgde® fads &1 U Rd |

e [twould be better served by converting discretion into obligation.

AT 39 3R IgR T ST YobeT § T, f[ddep bt Srfranfdr # sar 9g |

GS Paper Il: Governance,
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Deepening global corruption as a pointer for India
FCS I: Govemnance  JENNNRVOS ]

(CPI) published by Transparency

International delivers an unmistakable
message. Corruption is not receding. It is
deepening in ways that erode democratic
accountability and hollow out public institutions.
For the first time in over a decade, the global
average score has dropped to 42 out of 100, with
122 of 182 countries scoring below 50. Only five
countries now score above 80, compared with 12
a decade ago. The direction is clear and
troubling. Where oversight weakens and civic
freedoms narrow, corruption perceptions
worsen.

T he Corruption Perceptions Index 2025

‘What the data show

India’s position must be assessed within this
global decline. With a score of 39 and a rank of 91
out of 182 countries in the 2025 index, India
remains in the lower half of the table. Over the
past decade, India’s score has fluctuated narrowly
between 38 and 41. In 2014, it stood at 38. A
decade later, it remains broadly similar. For a
country that has emerged as the world’s
fourth-largest economy and aspires to achieve
developed nation status by 2047, this stagnation
is revealing. While the economic scale has
expanded dramatically over time, the governance
perception has not kept pace.

Global comparisons sharpen the picture.
China scores 42. Sri Lanka stands close to India’s
level, while Bangladesh and Pakistan score lower.
India performs better than some of its
neighbours, yet it trails several
upper-middle-income democracies and many
East Asian and European countries that once
operated at comparable development levels.
Those countries strengthened institutional
independence, transparency frameworks and
regulatory predictability over time. Their CPI
trajectories reflect sustained reform.

Why does India’s CPI score matter? First, the
index measures perceived public sector integrity
rather than recorded incidents. It draws on 13
independent data sources that assess public
procurement, regulatory enforcement, judicial
effectiveness and institutional safeguards. A score
of 39 signals persistent weaknesses in

-
Saumitra Bhaduri
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Economics,
researches financial
economics and

ec i

transparency, oversight and accountability.
Perceptions influence investment decisions,
sovereign risk assessments and long-term capital
allocation. Governance credibility has now
become a competitive economic variable.
Second, corruption carries measurable
economic costs. It increases transaction
uncertainty, raises compliance expenses and
diverts entrepreneurial energy toward navigating
rent-seeking systems rather than creating value.
These distortions reduce productivity and
discourage investment. A widely cited global

development
economics and policy
analysis, and has
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international journals

Transparency
must become a
national priority
as governance
credibility is
now a
competitive
economic
variable

suggests that corruption costs at least 5%
of global GDP annually, equivalent to more than
$2.6 trillion in lost output each year. This figure
includes bribes, illicit financial flows and
inefficiencies in public spending. While precise
quantification varies across studies, the scale of
the drag is undeniable.

For developing economies such as India, the
impact is significant. Research linked to
multilateral institutions suggests that corruption
may cost India roughly 0.5% of GDP annually in
direct terms, with broader estimates placing total
losses between 1% and 1.5% of GDP once indirect
growth effects are included. At current output
levels, this represents tens of billions of dollars
each year. These are resources that could finance
infrastructure, health, education or industrial
upgrading.

Hurdles in compliance architecture

A third structural concern lies in the complexity
of India’s compliance architecture. A recent
report indicates that entrepreneurs operate
under the shadow of 26,134 imprisonment
provisions embedded across India’s business
regulations. The scale of the burden becomes
clearer at the industry level. Even as the Union
Budget 2026-27 proposes the Biopharma Strategy
for Healthcare Advancement through Knowledge,
Technology and Innovation (SHAKTI) initiative
with an allocation of ¥10,000 crore over five
years, a pharmaceutical start-up with a single
manufacturing unit is required to navigate 998
separate compliance obligations before
commencing operations, with nearly 49% bearing
potential criminal liability. Such extensive

criminalisation within regulatory frameworks not
only raises the cost of doing business but also
expands discretionary power in ways that can
inadvertently create conditions for rent seeking.

Encouraging trends

Yet, the picture is not uniformly bleak, as there
are also positive counter-currents. India’s digital
public infrastructure has reduced leakages in
certain welfare schemes through direct benefit
transfers linked to bank accounts and digital
identity. The Reserve Bank of India’s Digital
Payments Index (RBI-DPI), with March 2018 as
the base, has been tracking the extent of
digitisation of payments across the country since
January 1, 2021. The index for September 2025
stands at 516.76 as against 493.22 for March 2025.
The Goods and Services Tax network has
increased formalisation and traceability in
indirect taxation.

E-procurement portals and digital payment
systems have reduced opportunities for some
forms of rent seeking. These reforms
demonstrate that institutional design and the use
of technology can reduce discretion. Corruption,
therefore, is not merely a moral or legal problem.
It is an economic constraint and a strategic
vulnerability. It weakens fiscal efficiency,
undermines regulatory credibility and reduces
social trust. For a country that envisions
becoming a $10 trillion- economy within the next
decade, governance quality cannot remain static.
Rapid economic expansion without parallel
institutional strengthening creates an imbalance.

The 2025 Index should be read as a
benchmark rather than a verdict. India possesses
strong constitutional foundations, competitive
elections, a capable judiciary and growing digital
capacity. Even modest but sustained
improvements in transparency, judicial efficiency,
regulatory simplification and institutional
independence could materially improve
perceptions over time. Countries that climbed the
CPI rankings did so through cumulative reform,
not episodic crackdowns.

India’s economic ascent has been decisive. Its
governance evolution must now match that
ambition with equal resolve.
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25Mar. Deepening global corruption as a pointer for India

AP UPTAR BT HRd & fore Tba

e The Corruption Perceptions Index 2025 (CPI) published by Transparency International
delivers an unmistakable message.

gﬂmgwmmzo% (CPI), T8 TR SexARa A USRI faam 8, T ¥ Hem
|

e Corruption is not receding, it is deepening in ways that erode democratic accountability
and hollow out public institutions.

YBTIR Y€ 81 I5T 8, 3fcwh I8 Y e eIl ol I5T 8 [ Apdifad Taraest 3 SHAR
R TG IR IS WA H JRaam &1 38T |

e For the first time in over a decade, the global average score has dropped to 42 out of 100.
T X1 9 % 90y § Ugal aR @ Sfd WHR gecar 100 B | 42 81 11 g

e With 122 of 182 countries scoring below 50.
forad 182 A 122 3= 50 A T R R W &

e Only five countries now score above 80, compared with 12 a decade ago.
319 A UTd S 80 A HUR WR HRd ¢, AP Th &R Ugd Jg G 12 At

e The directionis clear and troubling.
fa=m Wy SR A= Bl

e Where oversight weakens and civic freedoms narrow, corruption perceptions worsen.

e} PRRTR SeiR St § oIk TNTR® wadaas uedt &, a8 YTER & YR @R el 8|

What the data show

e India’s position must be assessed within this global decline.
YRA &t (UM BT 39 afYye fRTae & g & wogmn el

e With a score of 39 and a rank of 91 out of 182 countries in the 2025 index.
2025 GAHTPH T YRT BT TR 39 AR ¥H 182 HH 91 g

e |ndia remains in the lower half of the table.
YR 3t oft freret ond) fRvd B s gan B

e Over the past decade, India’s score has fluctuated narrowly between 38 and 41.
%A U6 G & YURA &1 WK 38 H 41 & &g A @1 &

e In 2014, it stood at 38.
2014 ¥ Ig 38 4TI

e A decade later, it remains broadly similar.
TS <& 91 4t Tg TTHT W9 2

e For a country that has emerged as the world’s fourth—largest economy and aspires to
achieve developed nation status by 2047, this stagnation is revealing.

T U0 31 3 T ol g Bt el e aE) SrefaravT 9 T § 9K 2047 % faofira g
S 1 76T TG 8, U6 36%1d Hee Ul Hobd odl &
e While the economic scale has expanded dramatically, the governance perception has not
kept pace.
et e SR Ao ¥ §T 7, I X BT YR S 7 F ¥ 9t 31
e Global comparisons sharpen the picture.
afye ga s fRUfT 31 3R Wy et B
e China scores 42.
A FT R 42 B
e Sri Lanka stands close to India’s level.
fiedT YRA & TR & P9 5
¢ While Bangladesh and Pakistan score lower.
Safcs SITETERT 3R UIBRAT HT WhR TH HH B
e India performs better than some of its neighbours.

HRA 30 $3 TSR SN F S8R T Bl g
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Yet it trails several upper-middle-income democracies and many East Asian and
European countries.

i +ft 7% F% IT-HHH AT9 1A APl R s ydf TRAE 7 RIdy 3= 3 7S 3
Those countries strengthened institutional independence, transparency frameworks and
regulatory predictability over time.

S ORI A T & T RITT FqaaAdl, TR HRIT a7 3R fFramerg fRRear o1 7oy )
Their CPI trajectories reflect sustained reform.

I GaDiP § GYR FRaR URY o <2idr 21

Why does India’s CPI score matter?

YR &1 T8 Yadhidh 3 Hgayul g2

First, the index measures perceived public sector integrity rather than recorded incidents.
U, g YD Id Gol Ge-I3N & SOl ATduI=P & B YR TeMid SR & [ 3|
It draws on 13 independent data sources.

Ig 13 W il IR SMRd 3

That assess public procurement, regulatory enforcement, judicial effectiveness and
institutional safeguards.

S ardee Wi, Frameta yads, =aiie guTasiiedr iR TRINTT GRET U &1
3BT P g |

A score of 39 signals persistent weaknesses in transparency, oversight and
accountability.

39 FT PR RS RIAT, AR 3R Sareedl & AR SHeRal & g=iidT g

Perceptions influence investment decisions, sovereign risk assessments and long-term
capital allocation.

YRUE forawr fAofal, duy ey stead SR drdaifere Yol sdest & gyTfad el ¢ |

Governance credibility has now become a competitive economic variable.

N $T [3yaiaar o@ t gfawadf snife R® s TS 51

Second, corruption carries measurable economic costs.

G, YSTEIR & ¥ 3ffe @nTd gid 51

It increases transaction uncertainty, raises compliance expenses and diverts

entrepreneurial energy.

U8 -3 B AT SETaT 8, U ANTd 9T 8, 3R IR Sl &) b B

Toward navigating rent-seeking systems rather than creating value.

R I o & Soir Y- yonfert & fAuer usar g

These distortions reduce productivity and discourage investment.

3 fagfadl Scargmar el & ik %1 3 galered HRd ¢

A global estimate suggests corruption costs at least 5% of global GDP annually.

gﬁé% A & SIAR, YPTAR &1 AFTd Ufd I 3y Jobd B¢ TG BT B A FH 5%
I

Equivalent to more than $2.6 trillion in lost output each year.

S &R Y 2.6 feferam STer A siftre & Iare THIH & SRR g1

This includes bribes, illicit financial flows and inefficiencies in public spending.

o Rrya, sy fawfra vatg ofk wrdwie @ Ft srermang i €

While precise quantification varies, the scale of the drag is undeniable.

T TENH Mg SHATT-3IET Bl Yahd &, b1 3UHT YHT SR iprt T8 8 |

For developing economies such as India, the impact is significant.

YRA ot famr=ia srferawinst & forg SHeT gHId Aga@yyl 8|

Research suggests corruption may cost India roughly 0.5% of GDP annually in direct terms.

MY F SIAR, YSTIR HRA Bl U U I Ui a8 ey SiETdt &7 0.5% JH9H ugard g

With broader estimates placing total losses between 1% and 1.5% of GDP.

IS A & SIAR HA THAM SSTdl BT 1% A 1.5% & 8 JbdT ¢

At current output levels, this represents tens of billions of dollars each year.

I IATE TR TR Ig §R I GRITT 3R ST & SRR g

These are resources that could finance infrastructure, health, education or industrial

upgrading.
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I J IO g SO Sra=iaHT, WA, e iR Neifire Swa= o foquifia far s dodn
o)

Hurdles in compliance architecture

ST H=AT § qreTd

A third structural concern lies in the complexity of India’s compliance architecture.
TRt TRaTS fidT YRd &t SruTer womel 3t wifeaar & Ffd Bl

A recent report indicates that entrepreneurs operate under the shadow of 26,134
imprisonment provisions embedded across India’s business regulations.

TS giferar RUie arht & i et URa & IR Fawil & ffgd 26,134 SR WAy &
Ea1d | H1H Hd g
The scale of the burden becomes clearer at the industry level.

3 I BT TR IeNT TR TR 3R WY & o1l g

The Union Budget 2026-27 proposes the Biopharma SHAKTI initiative with an allocation of
10,000 crore over five years. ]

aaﬁs%»—%um 2026-27 ¥ SrGTHT TfdT Ugd & forw Ui a6t & 210,000 HAS HT U@L
fobar T B |

A pharmaceutical start-up with a single manufacturing unit is required to navigate 998
separate compliance obligations before commencing operations.

T N W3 HI AT Y& HR J Uge 998 S-S SJUTe Al DI G HRAT
TS |

With nearly 49% bearing potential criminal liability.

o8 T 49% B WuTfaa SmuRTfere g1 Wi |

Such extensive criminalisation within regulatory frameworks raises the cost of doing
business.

e gie § 39 UPR &1 TUH MURIIIGHRUT AR & AN STdT &

And also expands discretionary power, creating conditions for rent seeking.

3R faderda Tl &) serer Ye-wifd ot fRufaal tar B 2|

Encouraging trends

TATE ¢ aTd v

Yet the picture |s not un|formly bleak.
f%ﬁ gl

Ind|a s dlgltal publlc mfrastructure has reduced leakages in certain welfare schemes.

URd &t fefrea ardef~ e s@wadr 3 $© FUeER! demst & frama st wu faa 21

Through direct benefit transfers linked to bank accounts and digital identity.

g WIed @Y gRATaRUT o T § 3T 8, Sl b Wil 3R fERred vga= 3 Je1 5

The Reserve Bank of India’s Digital Payments Index, with March 2018 as the base, tracks

digitisation of payments since January 1, 2021.

YRdg ford d% o1 fefvrea ymam gueie, e snyr arf 2018 &, 1 9903 2021 §
YA & fSRTeTlidmR0T o) AT TET & |

The index for September 2025 stands at 516.76 as against 493.22 for March 2025.
RidaR 2025 & T8 Y@H® 516.76 UT, T&fds A 2025 H 493.22 AT

The Goods and Services Tax network has increased formalisation and traceability in
indirect taxation.

aXg Ud AT I Aead I 3UGe B IR F ShuaiiRedr 3R ureRfarserE 2|

E-procurement portals and digital payment systems have reduced opportunities for some
forms of rent seeking.

%ﬁ?@?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁww%%@m%mﬁﬁw
|

These reforms demonstrate that institutional design and technology can reduce
discretion.

Y YUR A & 5 TR i iR adp-e fAadwreh=ar & &1 &2 I6d g
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e Corruption is not merely a moral or legal problem.

YYRIR &hdd

Af® a1 S T 76 R

e Itis aneconomic constraint and a strategic vulnerability.
Tg Us e qrer iR Iurifas waet

e |tweakens fiscal efficiency, undermines regulatory credibility and reduces social trust.

R

&1 B

®I HH HIAT ¢ |
e For a country aiming to become a $10 trillion economy, governance quality cannot remain

static.

FHER Bl &, e Rya-adr # gerar @ ok Irfore Ay

T U9 O & forg S 10 RRfRrae STeR 1 Srfouaet s &7 ded T 8, W &t I[urasn
R =7 vg gl |

. Rapld economic expansion without institutional strengthening creates an imbalance.

ARITTA

Horgdt ¥ fomm enfifep faearR sriqer Uar e 21

e The 2025 Index should be read as a benchmark rather than a verdict.
2025 GABIP B! A0ig 81 afews AF® & =U d @1 o dTigul

¢ India possesses strong constitutional foundations, competitive elections, a capable

judiciary and growing digital capacity.

YR & I Hoigd dautf~e mur, ufawadf gama, gemt =arunfereT ok sgdl fsfea

ST B

e Even modest but sustained improvements in transparency, judicial efficiency, regulatory
simplification and institutional independence could improve perceptions.

TR RIdT, i gerdr, fFrame aReflewor i TR Wadaar & FRAR uUR ¥ 4RO
CRSRERICI

e Countries that improved CPI rankings did so through cumulative reform, not episodic

crackdowns.

o X1 A gadbie H YuR fobar, I a8 FRaR GURT & wegd 3 fosan, e sreurdt

HRargal

e |ndia’s economic ascent has been decisive.

HRd 3! enfdfer Safa Rufas W@ 2

e |ts governance evolution must now match that ambition with equal resolve.

3(d S| AT HIXYT BT fABrT I g€ IHeu & I g1 A1

NCLAT declines interim
stay on plea against nod
for Adani’s bid for JAL

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The insolvency appellate
tribunal on Tuesday de-
clined any interim stay ov-
er the Vedanta Group’s
plea against the order
passed by the NCLT ap-
proving 14,535 crore bid
by Adani Group’s bid for
acquiring Jaiprakash Asso-
ciates Ltd. (JAL).

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal’s
(NCLAT) two-member
bench sought a response
from the Committee of
Creditors (CoC) of JAL
within a week. It also di-
rected to list the matter on

April 10 for the next hear-
ing. Vedanta group was in
the race to acquire JAL
through an insolvency pro-
cess, but the lenders in No-
vember last year approved
the resolution plan of Ada-
ni Enterprises Ltd. Last
week, the NCLT approved
the Adani Group’s bid.

Challenging the NCLT
order, the Vedanta group
has filed two appeals be-
fore the NCLAT.

In its hearing on Tues-
day, NCLAT said all the par-
ties agree that, looking to
the nature of the issues
raised in the appeal, this
matter needs to be decided
at an early date.

25Mar. NCLAT declines interim stay on
plea against nod for Adani’s bid for JAL

TIAUETd) A IS Bl SUTd el Bl
TRl & faeme arfaeTt W siaiy e 3

PR fHhar

e The insolvency appellate tribunal on Tuesday
declined any interim stay over the Vedanta Group’s
plea against the order passed by the NCLT approving
14,535 crore bid by Adani Group’s bid for acquiring
Jaiprakash Associates Ltd. (JAL).
feanferma srdieli <maTfYexor 4 HeaR ®f dgiar
g B! I AP R DIy HdART I T F SHHR
 fear, o Tarfiead grT SreTit |yg &t
14,535 BRI B! sl D! STAYDHIR THIRITSH
RIS (JAL) B SIRITE P FTT Hodt 33 & e 1
ERISIKRERT

e The National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal’s (NCLAT) two-member bench sought a
response from the Committee of Creditors (CoC) of
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JAL within a week.

PR HUH BT Srdiefia ArAfR@0T (NCLAT) 1 <l Jadiy Uis 3 JIeud & deigrar
IIfA (CoC) T T e & HidR Siare A

It also directed to list the matter on April 10 for the next hearing.

T TS 1 SATER JAaTs & fog 10 e &) eflag F=a &1 fAdwr oft fea|

Vedanta group was in the race to acquire JAL through an insolvency process, but the lenders
in November last year approved the resolution plan of Adani Enterprises Ltd.

Agiar Iqg fearferarm uftrar & A1 § Suwd & g &t grs § o, afe fUea ara
FaR H Burerarsit A sreTl Teurgers ffies &t Trre™ o & Jol ¢ <l

Last week, the NCLT approved the Adani Group’s bid.

fed gwmr, Taifirad! 3 et |yg &t el B TRt S &

Challenging the NCLT order, the Vedanta group has filed two appeals before the NCLAT.
TRt & o131 3 2 21 Y, T FgE 3 TN & el @ ot R A 21

In its hearing on Tuesday, NCLAT said all the parties agree that, looking at the nature of the
issues raised in the appeal, this matter needs to be decided at an early date.

AR ! aTs |, TAHTaud! A ogl for 9t uer ggra | & srdfia o Io1e e gef ot uspfa
H! 3T/ §U, T AW P STeg; (1T {1 ST 31a<as g |

GS Paper Il: International Relations
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25Mar

Rebels in Congo held journalists in containers in brutal conditions: RSF

ST § fagifedl A Rl &1 SRl | P uRRAfAl § 34T RsF

25Mar

In Lebanon’s historic city of Tyre, ancient site is threatened by Israeli
bombs

UG & UATRI® WY TR H, YR A FoR1Sdl 991 § Wa? A
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Rebels in Congo held journalists in
containers in brutal conditions: RSF

Associated Press
DAKAR, SENEGAL

A rebel group in eastern
Congo has detained civi-
lians, including two jour-
nalists, in metal shipping
containers without light or
ventilation, an advocacy
group said on Tuesday.

Reporters Without Bor-
ders, or RSF, said the
Rwanda-backed M23,
which controls parts of
eastern Congo, used the
containers in the city of
Goma as makeshift deten-
tion cells under “inhu-
mane” and “degrading”
conditions.

Using witness accounts,
satellite imagery and pho-
tos collected in 2025, RSF
said at least two journalists
were among those de-
tained in the containers,
which were installed at the
compound of the provinc-

L

Under watch: A member of the M23 rebel group stands guard as
Muslims attend Id-ul-Fitr prayers in Goma on March 20. REUTERS

e’s legislative assembly in
Goma. Witnesses’ identi-
ties have been withheld for
security reasons.

As many as 80 detainees
at a time were placed in-
side a container, without
light or ventilation and al-
lowed out only once a day.
Witnesses said they re-
ceived minimal food, while

some reported routine
beatings. According to the
testimonies,  conditions
were extreme — suffocating
heat by day and cold at
night — with deaths report-
ed. Survivors were often
held for weeks before be-
ing transferred to other
locations.

The M23 did not imme-

diately respond to a re-
quest by The Associated
Press for comment.

The rebels’ takeover of
Goma last year has wor-
sened conditions for jour-
nalists operating in eastern
Congo, where threats and
attacks were already wi-
despread. RSF said the
M23 has tightened control
over media coverage, in-
cluding imposing restric-
tions on the language used
to describe its presence.

The mineral-rich east-
ern Congo has been bat-
tered by decades of unrest
as government forces fight
more than 100 armed
groups, the most potent
being M23 rebels backed
by Rwanda. The group
made an unprecedented
advance into the region
early last year, seizing key
cities as they quickly ex-
panded their presence.

25Mar. Rebels in Congo held journalists in containers in brutal conditions:

RSF

Sit # fasifedl A FeRT B SRl A R uRfRufaal # w@m RsF

o Avrebel group in eastern Congo has detained civilians, including two journalists, in metal
shipping containers without light or ventilation, an advocacy group said on Tuesday.

gmﬁwmwaammW®mmﬁmmm
] & §¢ PRI 8, TP hIad YU - FAaR & Hall

¢ Reporters Without Borders, or RSF, said the Rwanda-backed M23, which controls parts of
eastern Congo, used the containers in the city of Goma as makeshift detention cells under
“inhumane” and “degrading” conditions.

fagree aied (RSF) = @a1 fs YaisT gufda m23, S gdf o & o fewal & Fifd
HAT §, = AT WG H 37 He-RI Dl “IHFH” 3R “SqHs-e” R & st fevraa
P& b ¥ H IuNT fhar|

e Using witness accounts, satellite imagery and photos collected in 2025, RSF said at least two
journalists were among those detained in the containers, which were installed at the
compound of the province’s legislative assembly in Goma.

[ FaT, Aearse T 3R 2025 7 TR dRI & YR W, RSF A &8 b HeRI A
§¢ AN 8 $H Y $HH g TAPR A &, ore T I Ui faem- ey uikeR & @1 T/ o |
o Witnesses’ identities have been withheld for security reasons.
IR HRUN Y TATE DI Uga T 9T T8 g

e As many as 80 detainees at a time were placed inside a container, without light or ventilation
and allowed out only once a day.

TS I99 H T 80 sl &l U de-R | @1 Sffar o, foeT A=t 3R g1 &, iR 35 fg1 &
&Hdd TP IR d16X b di Sl & St ot
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* Witnesses said they received minimal food, while some reported routine beatings.
TaTg! A SATdT {6 I agd HH HieH fHierar o7 3R $@ A Fafid ardte &t off Riera 3t

e According to the testimonies, conditions were extreme — suffocating heat by day and cold at
night — with deaths reported.

TaTedl & SIER, IRt 958 e e & gn giet aret T ok Id & d5—aiR Hidl

ot ff IR B
e Survivors were often held for weeks before being transferred to other locations.

T gU AN 1 3fRR Ul a9 §¢ W1 STl AT, 3P d1G 38 3+ Ml IR RIHaRd faar
SITdT UT|
e The M23 did not immed |ately respond to a request by The Associated Press for comment.

M23 - TEIRIEeS U &1 fowoft & SRty IR q¥d @i Ufdfehar =g &t

e The rebels’ takeover of Goma last year has worsened conditions for journalists operating in
eastern Congo, where threats and attacks were already widespread.

frad ara M R RARal & $eat & a1, gdf Sl § $11 IR I8 TIHR! B UM 3R TR
%1 718§, ST51 Ugl 9§ 81 @a¥ 3% g9a 3MH |

¢ RSF said the M23 has tightened control over media coverage, including imposing restrictions
on the language used to describe its presence.

RSF 7 8T 6 M23 3 Hifew st R gau we1 o fear g, oo 39! Iufkufa & aftfa
P P U SEIAT B S aTeit HINT WR yfaee 2 g |

e The mineral-rich eastern Congo has been battered by decades of unrest as government
forces fight more than 100 armed groups, the most potent being M23 rebels backed by
Rwanda.
WIS-TYg g HN axe! O =i I S @17, S8l WHR 9 100 A HfIw TR Tl
A 7S @ 8, o T8 wfdaereh Tarsr gafdfa m23 g g1

e The group made an unprecedented advance into the region early last year, seizing key cities
as they quickly expanded their presence.

=T g 7 U3a O1d & Yead & &7 & Ydyd ded a5, Heayul e R el faar 3R
aon T 3o IufRuf &1 foar T

In Lebanon’s historic city of Tyre ancient site is threatened by Israeli bombs
S ibiR

Agence France-Presse
TYRE, LEBANON

At an archaeological site in
southern Lebanon’s Tyre,
small signs bearing a blue
and white emblem provide
asymbolic shield, meant to
protect the ancient ruins
from bombardment.

One of the oldest cities
on the Mediterranean
coast, Tyre is located
around 20 km from the Is-
raeli border, and has been
the target of several strikes
since Lebanon was drawn
into the West Asia war by
Hezbollah’s March 2 rocket
attack on Israel.

The Al-Bass site is
centred on a necropolis
that dates back three mil-
lennia to Tyre’s time as a
major Phoenician city and

was still in use until the
Arab conquests of the 7h
Century.

An organisation linked
to UNESCO, the United Na-
tions’ cultural heritage
agency, launched the signs
initiative near the site, part
of a push that covers more
than 30 locations across
the country.

It is a reminder that the
1954 Hague Convention
obliges warring parties to
protect cultural property.

On March 6, an Israeli
strike hit just a few metres
away, killing eight people
according to Lebanon’s
health ministry.

The target, a family
home, is now a pile of rub-
ble. “They were our neigh-
bours... They thought that
being close to an archaeo-

logicalsite protected them,
that because this is a World
Heritage site it would not
be struck,” said Nader Sag-
lawi, director of archaeo-
logical excavations in the
south for Lebanon’s cul-
ture ministry.

Human remains

The team from the minis-
try that came to inspect
possible damage to the
monuments found human
remains - “a hand and
pieces of flesh” - on the
roof of the site’s museum,
which is still under con-
struction, he said.

The museum suffered
damage, its windows were
blown out, but the explo-
sion did not reach the ne-
cropolis nor the Roman-
era triumphal arch, aque-

Off guard: A view of the archaeological site of Roman hippodrome

sites do not contain any
military or security pre-
sence. Therefore, this ar-
gument cannot be used to

g justify their bombing,” he

in the southern Lebanese city of Tyre. AP

ducts and hippodrome
that are also part of the
site.

In antiquity, the city of
Tyre was at various times
Phoenician, Persian, Helle-
nistic, Roman and Byzan-
tine.

While many of its inhab-

itants have fled the latest
war, others remain along-
side the city’s precious rel-
ics.

Lebanese Culture Minis-
ter Ghassan Salame con-
demned what he called Is-
rael’s aggression.

“The  archaeological

said.

There was no imme-
diate comment in response
to AFP’s request from the
Israeli army, which usually
says it is targeting Hezbol-
lah sites or operatives with
its attacks.

“Lebanon is full of ar-
chaeological riches... and
the Beirut depots do not
have the capacity to ac-
commodate all these threa-
tened objects,” said David
Sassine, an expert at the In-
ternational Alliance for the
Protection of Heritage.

There is also no guaran-
tee that the objects would
be safer in the capital,

which is itself regularly
bombed by Israel, and
transporting  the items
from the south of the coun-
try, even under military es-
cort, “remains risky”, Sas-
sine said.

“No one cares’

During the previous Israel-
Hezbollah conflict in 2024,
gold coins, millennia-old
amphorae and valuable
sarcophagi were trans-
ferred to Beirut, where
they remain.

Tyre was heavily dam-
aged by Israeli strikes dur-
ing that war, while much of
the population evacuated
at the time.

Closer to the border, the
citadel in the village of Sha-
maa was also partly des-
troyed by Israeli strikes.

Mr. Saqlawi of the cul-
ture ministry said he be-
lieved attacks on historic
sites were intentional.

“The Israelis know eve-
rything. They know your
shoe size... and they know
very well this is an archae-
ological site,” he said.

Mustapha Najdi, a guard
at the archaeological sites,
was at the Al-Bass site
when the March 6 strike
hit. “I heard a very violent
impact. I fled and alerted
the authorities,” he said.

“No one cares about
us”, Mr. Najdi lamented,
calling on “everyone who
can to exert pressure to
stop this barbarity”.

“This civilisation repre-
sents history, represents us
all, Lebanese and non-Le-
banese.”

25Mar. In Lebanon’s historic city of Tyre, ancient site is threatened by Israeli

bombs

AeH & URTRI® B eR §, U WA SoRISl IH § WX A

e At an archaeological site in southern Lebanon’s Tyre, small signs bearing a blue and white
emblem provide a symbolic shield, meant to protect the ancient ruins from bombardment.

YA R A 3R e Ucii ard DI Tobd b

gferoft dam

F R A TP

TPBID JRET UEH FHRd &, off M- TS| ! JHaR ¥ g9 & e &g T g
e One of the oldest cities on the Mediterranean coast, Tyre is located around 20 km from the

Israeli border, and has been the target of several strikes since Lebanon was drawn into the
West Asia war by Hezbollah’'s March 2 rocket attack on Israel.
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YA INR d¢ & Jo T UER1 & J U, SRR IoR13d ST I THT 20 forft @R fRyd § 8k
%mg%zﬁ%ﬁﬁ%wu%q&mg&ﬁmﬁaéﬁ%wﬁaﬁmw
[RREE

e The Al-Bass site is centred on a necropolis that dates back three millennia to Tyre’s time as a
major Phoenician city and was still in use until the Arab conquests of the 7th Century.

SA-T I UH AP W Hfed §, S fH IR A1 RHAT § 3R T9 HT ¢ oIF TR Th
TG WA R AT, 3R I8 741 9t & 3R faora a& Iudi o 1

e Anorganisation linked to UNESCO, the United Nations’ cultural heritage agency, launched
the signs initiative near the site, part of a push that covers more than 30 locations across the
country.
TARDT ¥ 1 U GRIT A U VA & U Yobd T DI Ugd L= BT, S R o H 30 ¥ 34w
R B HR BN g

e |tis areminder that the 1954 Hague Convention obliges warring parties to protect cultural
property.
Ig 1954 BT H-ARA &1 TG feardl ¢, S oxd el & Fipiad Tufd Pt I&T & g are
FRA G

e On March 6, an Israeli strike hit just a few metres away, killing eight people according to
Lebanon’s health ministry.
6 HTH & Ud SORTSCN gHAT $© HicR BI gl W gafl, o A= & Wy 6ATed &
TR TS W BT Wd & rrg_‘g

e The target, a family home, is now a pile of rubble.
eI TH UIRAR BT U AT, 51 3§ AAS BT oX 9 gD 5

e “They were our neighbours... They thought that being close to an archaeological site
protected them, that because this is a World Heritage site it would not be struck,” said Nader
Saqlawi, director of archaeological excavations in the south for Lebanon’s culture ministry.
“J TR TSR 3... 39 T o RIAIfed® ®IA & IR 8 I 3 JRfE 87, Fifs I8 fay
RIS R ¢, ST ST TR AT A1 §RT,” ASTH P GXp A AT & SIef01 & & Jars
fa=re ATGR ATeRITdT o HETl

Human remains
AT a9

e The team from the ministry that came to inspect possible damage to the monuments found
human remains — “a hand and pieces of flesh” — on the roof of the site’s museum, which is still
under construction, he said.

T $I ¢, Sl TRD! BI §U TH I B FRIEU I s A, 3 ®id o Fooneia wugred
Pt Bd R AT AGRAYT— TS g 3R AN & ¢hg UM, 3211 Hell

e The museum suffered damage, its windows were blown out, but the explosion did not reach
the necropolis nor the Roman-era triumphal arch, aqueducts and hippodrome that are also
part of the site.

Wﬁ;ﬁgw g3, 39! Rsferal 38 2, Aft fawwie Apiaifery, v #1a & fasa
gR, Wawq R fRuigy a& =8t ugan|

e In antiquity, the city of Tyre was at various times Phoenician, Persian, Hellenistic, Roman and
Byzantine.

U 1 H <R qreR At T )R BRI, BRE), faffes, Au ok fienfe+
R

e While many of its inhabitants have fled the latest war, others remain alongside the city’s
precious relics.

;ﬁﬁmmwémw%,ﬁwwwﬁmﬁm%Wﬂwﬂﬁﬁ
|

e Lebanese Culture Minister Ghassan Salame condemned what he called Israel's aggression.
AT & FEpa WAt I TATH A T SORISE B SMTHIDHT ald gu Hal &

e “The archaeological sites do not contain any military or security presence. Therefore, this
argument cannot be used to justify their bombing,” he said.
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32 T, WA Ral IR B8 A7 a1 GRea IuRRAA 7Y B, 9fre 57 sHerd) &1 Ifra
3T & [T g b XA g1 [l off Javall”

There was no immediate comment in response to AFP’s request from the Israeli army, which
usually says it is targeting Hezbollah sites or operatives with its attacks.

TUHW & SRIY TR FURISA AT B 3R T dhTdl Pl Ufafehar et 3, S 3THAR W FHeat
? % a8 Rvgears fe@m &) A= a1 @ 7

“Lebanon is full of archaeological riches... and the Beirut depots do not have the capacity to
accommodate all these threatened objects,” said David Sassine, an expert at the International
Alliance for the Protection of Heritage.

AT RIS YU F IRT B... 3R Red & HSR 7 Tt TR & vt axgaft 1 garaford
B H e T Y, s A, siaRidig R TRequr e & faLieg 3wl

There is also no guarantee that the objects would be safer in the capital, which is itself
regularly bombed by Israel, and transporting the items from the south of the country, even
under military escort, “remains risky”, Sassine said.

7% 1 PR et & o o rerereh B Rf v, R T Pt 09 SR 8R
THIRY BT TEAT BT USdl 5, R S & G101 J IIG3H b o oI, u@reﬁmﬁ“\f&nﬁa
ST WRT &1 /AT B

‘No one cares’

fpeft ) uRare ST

During the previous Israel-Hezbollah conflict in 2024, gold coins, millennia-old amphorae and
valuable sarcophagi were transferred to Beirut, where they remain.

2024 ¥ FeRTsd-fecgears Tud & R, HR & Ryad, ToR) Td R SFRIRT 3R Tead™
XD B SRed RIFR foam T, gt a onft off €

Tyre was heavily damaged by Israeli strikes during that war, while much of the population
evacuated at the time.

Y g5 & GRM TR $I SoRIZA gHal I HRY THaH g3l 3R 3 TH SIS TRT Sfrard! A
YT R fer|

Closer to the border, the citadel in the village of Shamaa was also partly destroyed by Israeli
strikes.

AT o U 1T g 1 fohar o soRTs gHE ¥ 3% U ¥ 9y 81 |

Mr. Saglawi of the culture ministry said he believed attacks on historic sites were intentional.
Tpfa At & ot rardt A w1 fs 3@ A 8 6 AfaeiRie wid R gud wHages
fobu U

“The Israelis know everything They know your shoe size... and they know very well this is an
archaeological site,” he said.

3I5iH P, mﬁwgﬁ;aﬂﬁ% 3 3 S BT 3MbR W S B... 3R 3 3t Re
S & fb I8 U RIaIdd A g I

Mustapha Najdi, a guard at the archaeological sites, was at the Al-Bass site when the March
6 strike hit.

FRAGT Aoel, S RMATQGS I & TS 8, 6 A & g9 & THI 3d- I I W TG I

“I heard a very violent impact. | fled and alerted the authorities,” he said.

“No one cares about us”, Mr. Najdi lamented, calling on “everyone who can to exert pressure
to stop this barbarity”.

ot ) gAY wRaTe TE 8, & Tl A g O §U BT 3R B bt & 5 Faval B A
& fIQ gara s @t srdie &t

“This civilisation represents history, represents us all, Lebanese and non-Lebanese.”

“Jg QT g &1 Ufaffia &=l ¢, g0 o &1 vfaffa st g—aaart oik iR
Agarh
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25Mar

Benchmark indices up 1.7%in relief after continued rout

TR fR1ae & 91¢ I8d § a4

JADBTH 1.7% HUR

Benchmark indices
up 1.7% in relief after
continued rout

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Markets bounced back by
more than 1.5% on Tues-
day after weeks of conti-
nued rout since the begin-
ning of the Iran-U.S. war
and after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
a temporary halt on strikes
targeting Iranian energy
infrastructure.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex jumped 1,372.06 points
or 1.89% to settle at
74,068.45. During the day,
it soared 1,793 points or
2.46% to 74,489.39.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
surged 399.75 points or
1.78% to end at 22,912.40.

Despite being the best
session of the week, the
Nifty has slipped 11.45%
since February 24, when it
closed at 25,424.65 points.

Markets have also be-
come considerably cheap-
er in terms of price-to-
earnings ratio in the past
month. Unlike in the past
weeks when an improving
market did not keep up the
optimism, both indices
traded consistently up by
0.8% to 1.5% throughout

wliii gl
Lo/l

i1

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 1,372.06 points or
1.89% to settle at 74,068.45

the day before closing.

The rally was broad-
based with 2,480 shares
improving and just 805 de-
clining of the 3,369 stocks
that traded on Tuesday.

Brent oil futures also
dipped slightly to ¥99.57 a
barrel, coming below ¥100
after touching $114 a barrel
last week.

“Today’s bounce [back]
kindles hopes for a sus-
tained pull-back, but fol-
low-through gains are
needed to signal a trend re-
versal,” said Vinay Rajani,
Senior Technical Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.

(With PTI inputs)

PP &I 81 1 3|

e Unlike in the past weeks when an improving market did not keep up the optimism, both
indices traded consistently up by 0.8% to 1.5% throughout the day before closing.

U gl & fAURId, Sd YUR & Sav(e SoiR o 81 Url, 39 ER GHl i OX &1 0.8%
¥ 1.5% b AR d6d H g |

e The rally was broadbased with 2,480 shares improving and just 805 declining of the 3,369
stocks that traded on Tuesday.

25Mar. Benchmark indices up 1.7%n relief
after continued rout

mm%mmﬁm
AR TP 1.7% HUR

e Markets bounced back by more than 1.5% on
Tuesday after weeks of continued rout since the
beginning of the Iran-U.S. war and after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced a temporary halt on strikes
targeting Iranian energy infrastructure.

TSR HITAAR B 1.5% T 31fid I, Fifes IH-
SARDT I &1 YT Y TR FRTaC & a1 3R SIHITS
U GRI M SHoll 61 IR gHA I SRR FU I b
DI G0N & §IG I18d T |

e The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 1,372.06
points or 1.89% to settle at 74,068.45.

30 QIR I BSE Sensex 1,372.06 3idb AT 1.89%
FedR 74,068.45 TR &G g3

e During the day, it soared 1,793 points or 2.46%
to 74,489.39.
&7 % SR T8 1,793 3i% T 2.46% dgdX 74,489.39
GEAREREI

e The 50-share NSE Nifty surged 399.75 points or
1.78% to end at 22,912.40.
50 TR ATAT NSE Nifty 399.75 3@ T 1.78% Sgdx
22,912.40 TR §¢ gaT|

e Despite being the best session of the week, the
Nifty has slipped 11.45% since February 24, when it
closed at 25,424.65 points.

TS BT T 3BT T 8 & dravlg, A 24 Brad)
3 11.45% IR &1 8, 919 TG 25,424.65 T &G G311 T

e Markets have also become considerably
cheaper in terms of price-to-earnings ratio in the past
month.

fUed T8 ¥ urga-g-3uf+i 3rgurd & ffue I SR

g g¢d oTud g, o 3,369 TRRT | ¥ 2,480 9¢ 3R PHadf 805 R |

Brent oil futures also dipped slightly to ¥99.57 a barrel, coming below %100 after touching
$114 a barrel last week.

s sifge R ff dieT fRaR 299,57 Ui oRa WR o T, S fUsdl IwTe $114 A6 Uga &
q1% 2100 9 1 31|
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e “Today’s bounce [back] kindles hopes for a sustained pull-back, but follow-through gains are
needed to signal a trend reversal,” said Vinay Rajani, Senior Technical Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

fa=ra TSI (HDFC Securities) 3 8T, “3MTol 1 doit ¥ FRAGR GUR &1 Iuflg w1t 8, Afa <5
Jee & Hdhd & forg 3 oft Sgd SRt g 17

GS Paper I11: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED | 25 March 2026

25Mar | PSLV setbacks will help in learning, says ISRO chief
PSLV @ BT HaA § Hgg SN, ISRO WA T 9919

25Mar | Days after SC allows withdrawal of care, Rana passes away

A B¢ gRT I@HTH geF B A & $O 19 T1¢ o &1 e

25Mar | How BioPharma SHAKTI can transform biologics with non-animal
models

gioPharma SHAKTI & TR-UY] Aisd & AT TG $f 9gd gPhdl

BIG SHOT

Quantum discovery: A side-on view of the world’s
largest superconducting solenoid magnet at the
CMS detector on the LargeHadron Collider, near
Geneva. The Collider has discovered a new
particle, its 80th so far, that hasbeen named ‘Xi-
cc-plus’. Scientists hope the particle, which is
similar to a proton but four times heavier, will
reveal more about the strange behaviour of
quantum mechanics.

the strange behaviour of quantum mechanics. CEan
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PSLV setbacks
will help in
learning, says
ISRO chief
GSIISET

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation Chairman V. Na-
rayanan on Tuesday said
he did not consider the Po-
lar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) C61 and C62 mis-
sions as failures, but as op-
portunities to learn.

“Whenever there is a
setback we don’t consider
it as a failure, but we con-
sider it an opportunity to
learn and strengthen our
system,” Dr. Narayanan
said while inaugurating the
11th biennial conference of
the ISRO Pensioners’ Asso-
ciation here.

The PSLV-C61/E0S-09
was launched on May 18,
2025, but the mission
could not be accomplished
due to what the ISRO
called at the time, “an ob-
servation in the third
stage”. The PSLV-C62/EOS-
N1 mission, launched on Ja-
nuary this year, also had
proved to be a disappoint-
ment following “an anoma-
ly” at the end of the PS3
stage.

Dr. Narayanan said the
two PSLV flights had “mar-
ginally missed” their objec-
tives. He recalled how the
ISRO overcame the setback
of first Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV) mission in
the late 1970s, which failed
to achieve its goal, and
went on to script a major
milestone with its 100th
launch from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on January 29,
2025.

caill

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

25Mar.PSLV setbacks will help in learning, says ISRO
chief
PSLV @1 3RTH A HIE # Tgg 1, ISRO UHE B
CRIG

e Indian Space Research Organisation Chairman V. Narayanan
on Tuesday said he did not consider the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) C61 and C62 missions as failures, but as opportunities to learn.
YR faf¥el ST TS & A ot ARTIUA = HeaR & Hgl
fo5 a PSLV C61 3R C62 FARMY &1 SR adT 8l afess WA o1 SR
A gl

e “Whenever there is a setback we don't consider it as a failure,
but we consider it an opportunity to learn and strengthen our system,”
Dr. Narayanan said while inaugurating the 11th biennial conference of
the ISRO Pensioners’ Association here.

59 Wl PIS HEHT AT 3, 8H I 3BT Ta! A dfep 39 Fr@— 3R
3 RieH o1 goigd R BT @™ A1 8, BT, ARMUA A TgT ISRO
U3 TEeRE & 119 fgarffe awies &1 Sgured &d gu el

e The PSLV-C61/EOS-09 was launched on May 18, 2025, but the
mission could not be accomplished due to what the ISRO called at the
time, “an observation in the third stage”.

PSLV-C61/EQS-09 BT 18 HE 2025 P! Al T TT AT, Wl ISRO &
SIOR T8 IR R TR1 & “Uh JHWT & RO 9%hd gl 8l Ul

e The PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 mission, launched in January this
year, also proved to be a disappointment following “an anomaly” at the
end of the PS3 stage.

PSLV-C62/E0S-N1 firem, 5@ 39 adf s=adt & @i fosan mar, a8 ot
PS3 TR & 3fd T “Teh AFAfadr (anomaly)” & HRUT 3B T

e Dr. Narayanan said the two PSLYV flights had “marginally
missed” their objectives.

%Wﬁw%ﬁ PSLV 38H 30 I & “UIS 3R A P
|

e He recalled how ISRO overcame the setback of the first Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SLV) mission in the late 1970s, which failed to achieve
its goal.

I TG a1 fah 9 ISRO = 1970 & GRIP & 3id H 30 Ugd SLV
fIRM @ sSwaar ¥ SRR AF TG

e He said ISRO went on to script a major milestone with its 100th
launch from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on
January 29, 2025.

I Bal fb 3Td a1 ISRO A 29 T=aT 2025 &) HeRedler R
T Ha 3idl¥el g I 307 1009 AT & 1Y U 931 Iuafs gy
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Days after SC allows
‘withdrawal of care,
Rana passes away
cSSaT

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Days after the Supreme
Court passed a judgment —
the first of its kind in the
country — allowing with-
drawal of clinically-assisted
nutrition and hydration
(CANH) to Harish Rana,
who had been in a vegeta-
tive state for 13 years, he
passed away at the All In-
dia Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi on
Tuesday. The hospital, in a
statement, said that Mr. Ra-
na passed away at 4.10
p-m., adding that he was
under the care of a dedicat-
ed team of doctors.

The judgment had been
welcomed by the family,
who said that no parent

Harish Rana as a student.

wanted to “see their son
suffer”.

Mr. Rana was 32. He had
sustained severe injuries
and had 100% quadriplegic
disability after a fall from
the fourth floor of a build-
ing when he was a student
in 2013. After his death, his
family is learnt to have do-
nated his corneas and
heart valves.

25Mar.Days after SC allows withdrawal of
care, Rana passes away

T FIE GRT S@UTH e B 3gafd &
f&m 1g o @1 FAem

e Days after the Supreme Court passed a judgment
— the first of its kind in the country — allowing
withdrawal of clinically-assisted nutrition and hydration
(CANH) to Harish Rana, who had been in a vegetative
state for 13 years, he passed away at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS), Delhi on
Tuesday.
I HIE gRT — 3 H (Uit e FT Ugan bar —
fFafradt sfeds i3 TS §159IM (CANH) BT &
SR faU M & $o ot a1e, g8=T¥Iom, S 13 et |
aforefea Rufa o 3, o1 delaR &1 vy, feeeht & Fem 8t
|

e The hospital, in a statement, said that Mr. Rana
passed away at 4.10 p.m., adding that he was under the
care of a dedicated team of doctors.
SIS 4 T s H Hgl fob 4t 707 71 Fe =04 4:10
o g 3R 3 Sigex] @t gufta du ot v 7 3

e The judgment had been welcomed by the family,

who said that no parent wanted to “see their son suffer”.

Bl
TTear |

e Mr. Rana was 32.

ot 10T Bt 3mg 32 T ot

e He had sustained severe injuries and had 100% quadriplegic disability after a fall from the
fourth floor of a building when he was a student in 2013.
3 2013 ¥ B 76 §U TART Bt At 6T & fIRA & SRor il a1 s 3R 3 100%
PSS fawaiTdar o RIeR gl |

e After his death, his family is learnt to have donated his corneas and heart valves.

IH! §g & 918, 3 URAR 7 3% HI-4T 3R &4 ared g fHu|

Haa &1 gRarR 3 T faar ok ol i 18 o Trar-far s 9 & &y B 81 S
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How BioPharma SHAKTI can transform

blologlcs wuh_non-ammal models

many (hmmc dlSL:ISCb, on the flip side, animal models not do reliably

redict their safety and

Mohit Nikalje

HYDERABAD

n 2006, London woke up to a
tragedy. Six healthy men involved
in a phase I clinical trial of

organ failure. The antibody triggered an
intense immune reaction that the
researchers did not observe in rhesus
monkeys in preclinical tests because their
immune cells responded differently from
human immune cells.

The Northwick Park Tragedy, as it was
called, became a textbook example of
why animals cannot be used as proxies to
test human drugs. Similarly, in 2022, the
mAb semorinemab failed to work in 457
patients with Alzheimer’s disease during
phase Il trials despite demonstrating
effectiveness in a preclinical mouse
model.

These mAbs, vaccines, and insulin all
belong to a growing class of drugs called
biologics - large, complex molecules
produced by living cells. Their use is
rising worldwide as they treat many
chronic diseases.

Recognising their importance, the
2026 Union Budget of India announced
the Biopharma SHAKT! strategy to boost
domestic production of biologics and
their generic counterparts, biosimilars.

However, animal models no
reliably predict the safety and efficacy of
biologics. This has prompted a shift
towards hloengmeemd human-relevant
systems such as organoids,
organ-on-a-chip, and 3D hhpnnting
which are derived from human cells and
thus replicate human biology more

fully.

Human-relevant models

‘These models are collected under the
term non-animal methodologies (NAMs)
and are used worldwide to reduce the use
of experiments in animals. For example,

ip. and 3D bioprintir

Even if non-animal methodologles are promising models, they are not as accessible as animal systems. GETTYIMAGES

to find and attack the c: s,

Biopharma SHAKTI also

‘The breast cancer-on-chip model
recreated this tumour environment in the
lab, and the authors of the 2024 study
perfused T-cells through it to observe
whether they could enter the tumour and
mount an immune attack, assessing both
treatment benefit and potential safety
risks without animals.

These models can also reduce costs
and shorten development timelines,
making them attractive to pharmaceutical
companies. A 2019 analysis in Drug

last year, the UK. published a madmap to | Discovery Today esdrna(ed that
phase out animal il hip 1d lower
promote the adoption of NAMs. mem.ll drug development costs by

Thanks to the New Drugs and Clinical
Trials (Amendment) Rules 2023, India is
also promoting the use of NAMs in the
development of novel drugs. However,
their potential remains untapped in the
domain of biologics and biosimilars.

“Biologics are highly specific,”
University of lllinois adjunct professor
Sarfaraz Niazi said. “They bind to
particular receptors in the human body.
But those receptors an

10-26%. They also found the time required
for lead optimisation, when scientists
identify a promising drug candidate from
a pool of molecules, could drop by 19%.

Future of biologics

Even if NAMs are promising models, they

are not as accessible as animal systems.

More than 90 academic labs in India are

working on these models. However, the
here is not ing into

missing or function dxﬂ'efemly in animals,
which makes animal testing less
predictive.”

One 2024 study in Cell reported a
breast cancer-on-chip model to study the
effectiveness of CAR T-cell therapy, a
leading biologic therapy, against solid
tumours.

While CAR T-cell therapy has proven
effective against blood cancers, solid
tumours like breast cancers pose
additional challenges like abnormal blood
vessel formation and difficulties for T-cells

industry use. “Translating NAMs into
industry-ready assays requires a clear
context of use, robust documentation,
and standardised, reproducible protocols,
even before qualification. While
institutions support entrepreneurship,
sustained commercialisation needs
stronger, modern policy support,” Kasturi
ik, Chief Manager at the Centre for

Predictive Human Model Systems
(CPHMS), AIC-CCMB, said. (Note: the
author works at CPHMS.)

‘The development of NAMs also

biosimilars — generic versions of
biologics reverse-engineered once
the original product goes off
patent. However, regulatory
adjustments are involved here,
which require greater attention
from the government

requires sustained funding and
infrastructure. With an outlay of 10,000
crore, Biopharma SHAKTI can provide
the necessary backing.

“I think the best use of these funds
would be not to develop a single product
but to build systems that enable many
companies to do so," Dr. Niazi added.

“The culture of entrepreneurship is
also a challenge in India,” Narendra
Chirmule, CEO of SymphonyTech
Biologics, said. “Although there is an
increase in the number of start-ups and
MSMEs in biologics (supported by DBT,
ICMR, and other grants), exponentially
greater investment, as well as support for
the development of supply chain
materials, is needed to create real impact.
Additionally, investors are not well versed
in the risks and potentials of the biologics
industry”.

Regulatory, market challenges
Another area supported by Baopharma
SHAKTI is biosimilars, generic versions of
biologics that are reverse-engineered
once the original product goes off patent.
However, there are additional financial
risks and regulatory adj

involved, which require greater attention
from the government. One challenge is
patent evergreening, which allows the
exclusive rights of an original biologic to
be extended. For example, although the
intravenous form of the cancer drug
trastuzumab was approved in 2000, the
manufacturer later introduced a
subcutaneous formulation with a separate
patent. Because of this prolonged market
exclusivity, cheaper biosimilar versions
were not available until 2018.

Before being commercialised,
biosimilars also have to receive a nod
from the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), India’s apex

ory body. These approvals are
based on set guidelines; however, the
updated guidelines are still in draft form.

“While India has been updating its
biosimilars guidelines to accommodate
NAMs, implementation has been slow,
and regulatory confidence in
independently validated NAM models is
still evolving. If accelerated, this would
expedite the adoption of NAMs in the
biologics and biosimilars field, helping
Biopharma SHAKTI achieve its goals,”
says Dr. Mahadik.

Therefore, aligning with industry
realities and securing regulatory clarity
for their use will make biosimilars and
biologics manufacturing in India faster,
more predictive, and cost-efficient, thus
realising the vision set by Biopharma
SHAKTIL.

(Mohit Nikalje is a science communicator at
the Centre for Predictive Human Model
Systems, Hydrmbad

il.com)

THE GIST

Monocional antibodies,
vaccines, and insulin all
belong to the growing class of
biologics — large, complex
molecules produced by living
cells

v

Recognising their importance,
the 2026 Union Budget of India
announced the Biopharma
SHAKTI strategy to boost
domestic production of
biologics and their generic
counterparts, biosimilars

v

Thanks to the New Drugs and
Clinical Trials (Amendment)
Rules 2023, India is also
promoting the use of
non-animal methodologies in
the development of novel
drugs. However, their potential
remains untapped in the
domain of biologics and
biosimilars

25Mar. How BioPharma SHAKTI can transform biologics with non-animal

models

BioPharma SHAKTI & TR-UY] ATsd & ATY THAIATTRI P 9d TPl §

e |n 2006, London woke up to a tragedy.
2006 ¥ T Teb AT & F1Y SIRTI

e Six healthy men involved in a phase | clinical trial of theralizumab, a monoclonal
antibody (mADb) designed to treat rheumatoid arthritis, developed multiple organ failure.

g, Sl gem TR B QTP T & e 3, R theralizumab (V& U d-

wuﬁwe‘rww RR wReTes TS & S [T ST 7/ U, S

T5- am ﬁtb—cﬁns‘f

e The antibody trlggered an intense immune reaction that the researchers did not observe in
rhesus monkeys in preclinical tests because their immune cells responded differently from
human immune cells.

= a1 3 T i wRRaT SR 3w A, RR) Deater 3 S dedt i i Yo

Tdteon 7 el @1 Fifh I ufoRen SIS Arg ufavem SifRreren ¥ s ufafsar st

gl
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e The Northwick Park Tragedy, as it was called, became a textbook example of why animals
cannot be used as proxies to test human drugs.

O Ardfa® Ut ATAS HBT T 3R g U 3160l § 71 fob Y SaR| ) /G garsil &
ydherr & fere wfafafy & w=u & Suai &1 fosar s g

e Similarly, in 2022, the mAb semorinemab failed to work in 457 patients with Alzheimer’s
disease during phase Il trials despite demonstrating effectiveness in a preclinical mouse
model.

! 8, 2022 # semorinemab 457 nﬁﬁﬁwﬁw%wﬁ%ﬁuw%uﬁ&wﬁ
%GR fawd g1, Sefe g gd-AI-e gg Alsd & UM |

e These mAbs, vaccines, and insulin all belong to a growing class of drugs called biologics
— large, complex molecules produced by living cells.

3 UetarS), A% SR SR Ua sgdl g3 qarsll &1 3l Ifdw siraferr & sird § — S siifaa
SIRrer3i gr1 Rffd w8 &k wifed ey g ¥
e Their use is rising worldwide as they treat many chronic diseases.

ZhT I fay1R H 9¢ 38T ¢ Rl A Ps SIdepIfered SHHINGY BT 3 Hd g

e Recognising their importance, the 2026 Union Budget of India announced the Biopharma
SHAKTI strategy to boost domestic production of biologics and their generic counterparts,
biosimilars.

3 A P A §U, R & 2026 S HAIT ToIc H SAIGTAT e IUMAITT b1 Ui o
TS, A1t S SMufRrT sik 3% THwe Ra-THH gareil &1 e IdTed Jgr/aT S 9o |
e However, animal models may not reliably predict the safety and efficacy of biologics.

sw%mgmeﬂsn Situftral @t gRam 3R yHTaRiedr &1 et S A et &

° Th|s has prompted a shift towards bioengineered, human-relevant systems such as
organoids, organ-on-a-chip, and 3D bioprinting, which are derived from human cells and
thus replicate human biology more faithfully.
gﬁtﬂ%ﬁ 3R 92Ad g3 ], S G HIRAPISA T 5 8 § 3R AMa Siiafag &t dgaR Thd

I

Human-relevant models
HH9-Y&ftd Arsd

e These models are collected under the term non-animal methodologies (NAMs) and are
used worldwide to reduce the use of experiments in animals.

S el &I IR-u fARmT Fg1 ofrar § 3R 9T IuanT fAyiR § JFaR) UR U 8 HA &
ferg fopar e g

e For example, last year, the U.K. published a roadmap to phase out animal experiments and
promote the adoption of NAMSs.

IeTeR0 & forg, fUza o garges frsw 3 ugy wahn ) [ #5343k IR-uyy fafkmat #t
FETAT & b T8 T ASHY YbIIRId |

e Thanks to the New Drugs and Clinical Trials (Amendment) Rules 2023, India is also
promoting the use of NAMs in the development of novel drugs.

U 3Nufy 3R Agife udiemr (@=nes) Faw 2023 & FRO YR o 78 garel & faem o
R-uy faftra &) sgrar 2 @R

. However their potential remains untapped in the domain of biologics and biosimilars.

S siufirat R Sta-qE gare & & 8 3 et anh o arvge B

e “Biologics are h|ghly specific,” University of lllinois adjunct professor Sarfaraz Niazi said.
“Afa® IERICED fafRre @?ﬁ % ” University of lllinois & gl IR Sarfaraz Niazi
= g

e “They bind to particular receptors in the human body.”

“J AMa IRR & ARy It 4 JSd 3 1”

e “But those receptors are sometimes missing or function differently in animals, which
makes animal testing less predictive.”
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“QAfe 3 Ted Hit-F TFTaRT | SrJufyd gid § a1 3T aRe A S oed €, o uyy
Tierr 1 R g S g1

One 2024 study in Cell reported a breast cancer-on-chip model to study the effectiveness
of CAR T-cell therapy, a leading biologic therapy, against solid tumours.

TP 2024 & AT (Cell) 7 T PIR-3AT-RI7 Aisd &t R &, B car 7-3a Rt
wmﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬁvm%@wwmmawmﬂw

While CAR T-cell therapy has proven effective against blood cancers, solid tumours like
breast cancers pose additional challenges like abnormal blood vessel formation and
difficulties for T-cells to find and attack the cancerous cells.

S CAR T-8@ AU} Tad R & I gTd! fed g3 &, Al 31 egiR o W ek
# S Y9 aifgdT i 3iR -SiRke1ei & R veR SRl 3 g 3R 3T W
AT B § HidTs ot sifafkad gAifaar giet 81

The breast cancer-on-chip model recreated this tumour environment in the lab, and the
authors of the 2024 study perfused T-cells through it to observe whether they could enter the
tumour and mount an immune attack, assessing both treatment benefit and potential safety
risks without animals.

T FER-3MT-Fr Aise 3 yanT=er & 59 e arararvl i g FfHd i, iR 2024
e{tﬂﬂﬂ%@@ﬁﬁsﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁw@amaﬁé@w%%éaﬁﬁmm
Tl § 3R UfRe SHA R Teball g 1 -Tet, Forey fomm uggaft & AR @y SR uifaa JRem
SIRGH BT HTHT bl o T |

These models can also reduce costs and shorten development timelines, making them
attractive to pharmaceutical companies.

Y HIsd AT Bt HH I Ihd & AR [THTH 9T B 91 96 &, ol d Siuf Hufay &
foQ ooy ® a7 B

A 2019 analysis in Drug Discovery Today estimated that organ-on-chip technologies
could lower overall drug development costs by 10-26%.

2019 & fazaryor (Drug Discovery Today) & 3R, 3TT- 3T-fag qeitds ga1 fae™ ard
@1 10-26% TH HH B Gabell 8|

They also found the time required for lead optimisation, when scientists identify a promising
drug candidate from a pool of molecules, could drop by 19%.

35 g8 1t urn b it SMTRHISSIRA &1 WY, S9 ay1ie YHIfAd gdT IFicdR &t uga™
I §, 19% qP HH 8l Tl g

Future of biologics

Sfaw shufir o1 ufass

Even if NAMs are promising models, they are not as accessible as animal systems.

"ol g IR-uy] fARmar sm=iee Afed &, afdh- o Uy womfern fora-t gay =8 |

More than 90 academic labs in India are working on these models.

YRA H 90 W SHfRF RAeifOre TaRT=IAg S Aigdl IR & IR Wl 6|

However, the innovation here is not translating into industry use.

BT, Tet P AR TR SeNT SUART § uRakid T8l 81 Re &

“Translating NAMs into industry-ready assays requires a clear context of use, robust
documentation, and standardised, reproducible protocols, even before qualification.

TR-ug fAferdl @1 SehT-Suge uleni # gaer & iy TP STANT Ha, Heigd aRIdsiiaRu
3R AFPIPd, [TodIGH UihaI ATTRI® §, TgT ad fdb argdl 3 ugd off|

While institutions support entrepreneurship, sustained commercialisation needs stronger,
modern policy support,” Kasturi Mahadik, Chief Manager at the Centre for Predictive
Human Model Systems, said.

e TR IR &7 T HRd §, Al RN HTIRIHRU & o Teigd 3R Sy
Ay Twdq Pt sazgdarg,” Kasturi Mahadik, ATFTd ATSH TOITEN $% Bt TBT Taed o el
(Note: the author works at CPHMS.)

([Ae: e ddiwauaey § o B g 1)

The development of NAMs also requires sustained funding and infrastructure.

R-ugy faftrt & faer & fog fFRaR faraiwor SR SrawRasTT &1 STa=adhd gl |

With an outlay of 10,000 crore, Biopharma SHAKT!I can provide the necessary backing.

10,000 PRI & Soic & 1Y, TG M IS FHIT UM HR Tobdl ¢
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“I think the best use of these funds would be not to develop a single product but to build
systems that enable many companies to do so,” Dr. Niazi added.

“TRT A1 § b 371 P! o1 waiad SUaNT Ue TG f[AwRad dxa & o Ut yomferat s
o BT S S U ol T Rl | T&m §1Y,” 8. fHemeft = gl

e “The culture of entrepreneurship is also a challenge in India,” Narendra Chirmule, CEO of
SymphonyTech Biologics, said.
“URA H Sfar &t Wﬁf aft Wﬂ:ﬁ'cﬂ% ” Narendra Chirmule, SymphonyTech Biologics
& T FRABGRT AABRT 3 HeTl

e “Although there is an increase in the number of start-ups and MSMEs in biologics
(supported by DBT, ICMR, and other grants), exponentially greater investment as well as
support for the development of supply chain materials is needed to create real impact.

“BTelif Hap &7 & Wda 3R GeH, 7Y Ud Heqw STHI 3! T2 §¢ 81 & (P S,
SMESATHIAR 3R 37 3! & T §), Al arafas gurd & forw wat siferes famr sik
g g ATt & e &1 91 s g

e Additionally, investors are not well versed in the risks and potentials of the biologics
industry”.

3P 3faral, Fowe wfde I & Sifew iR JHrame o) 3zt ave T8l THd o

Regulatory, market challenges

fFrame ok IR et gAifear

e Another area supported by Biopharma SHAKTI is biosimilars, generic versions of biologics
that are reverse-engineered once the original product goes off patent.
mﬁmwﬁﬁwmaﬁ%mm% Sl ge SdTE & Uce T 84 &
918 TR 1 &I B

e However, there are additional financial risks and regulatory adjustments involved, which
requwe greater attention from the government.

[ sifaRvaa farfta sifew Sik e Jamdies i §, 59 R WAR 1 o
T 3 BT IR B

e One challenge is patent evergreening, which allows the exclusive rights of an original

biologic to be extended.

TS A Uee HEMER®RVI ¢, Sl T ifdd 3G & (AR USRI BT 9gM B AT ol &

e For example, although the intravenous form of the cancer drug trastuzumab was approved in
2000, the manufacturer later introduced a subcutaneous formulation with a separate patent.

JeTERUN & foTY, HIR B1 aT trastuzumab HT 3A:RRT ET 2000 & wWigrd ganm o1, dfe a1g &
07T 3 TP ST U & WY @1 P ra &t o arett fafer vga &t

e Because of this prolonged market exclusivity, cheaper biosimilar versions were not available
until 2018.

U A9 SI9IR THIUBR & HRUN, TKIT SG-9HH GdTd 2018 % Iuaisy Tai |
e Before being commercialised, biosimilars also have to receive a nod from the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), India’s apex regulatory body.

ARG T Ugd, Oid-GH garsff & YR & MY e Fer Sk siufy aee
fRrdzror e @ Wiefa o B 81

e These approvals are based on set guidelines; however, the updated guidelines are still in
draft form.

T Wipfaar Ruffed feznfdsn w snemia gt 8, afd srraq femnfcwr sndt off urea st
7RI

o “While India has been updating its biosimilars guidelines to accommodate NAMs,
implementation has been slow, and regulatory confidence is still evolving.

BTel YR - T RS &) TRUg] AR & AR e PR <@l 8, A I
Frafag S g ok s fayr snit fawiia @1 e 81

e |f accelerated, this would expedite the adoption of NAMs in the biologics and biosimilars field,
helping Biopharma SHAKTI achieve its goals,” says Dr. Mahadik.

gfe; 9 o a1 oY, A 98 Oifd® SiR SI9-90 &= § TR-ux] fafirdt & oo & ot amg $iR
TG FfeT &) 31U Tl B U B4 § Heg H,” 1. HETfed 3 el
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o Therefore, aligning with industry realities and securing regulatory clarity for their use will
make biosimilars and biologics manufacturing in India faster, more predictive, and cost-
efficient, thus realising the vision set by Biopharma SHAKTI.

Y, IENT Pt IRafdwarsi & Iy Iadd iR IuaT & o Frares sy gRfdg & 3
YRA § Sfads 3R SI9-T9 gareff &1 FAafur ), siftres s ok anra-g=ra s, foras
IRNGTH 2T &1 d&d T G|

GS Paper I11: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED

| 25 March 2026

25Mar

The judicial push for environmental CSR

ytaeuily csr & fore =nfe ugw

The judicial push for environmental CSR
VIGB

ndia emerged as a pioneer

for mandating profit-sharing

for social good through the

Companies Act, 2013 — a
visionary move to channel
corporate earnings for crucial
societal objectives. However, the
environment remains largely
neglected, often sidelined by
prevailing corporate priorities.
Despite India’s commitment to
net-zero emissions by 2070 at
COP26, and escalating climate
challenges from air pollution,
water scarcity, and poor waste
management, ecological needs
continue to be underrepresented
in Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) funding.

However, recent Supreme Court
observations have reframed
environmental spending - not as
mere discretionary charity, but as
a constitutional mandate. By
invoking Article 51A (g), the
judiciary underscored that the
right to conduct business is
inseparably linked to the
responsibility to restore our
planet. The neglect of the habitats
of the Great Indian Bustard by
energy firms catalysed the Court
to issue this mandate.

Skewed funding
An analysis of CSR data exposes a
lopsided spending pattern that
favours human-centric
development at the expense of the
environment. Over the past seven
years, funds have been
overwhelmingly allocated to social
sectors, with education receiving
approximately 38%, healthcare
22%, and rural development 10%.
Conversely, the environment
averaged between 7%-9%, creating
an unbalanced ledger that
critically underfunds vital
sustainability projects. This
disparity suggests that
corporations view environmental
crises as distant threats compared
to immediate social needs. Yet,
there are commendable
exceptions that prove large-scale
restoration is possible.

Mahindra’s ‘Project Hariyali’
has planted almost 25 million
trees, focusing on survival rates
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By invoking
Article 51A (g),
the judiciary
underscored
that the right to
conduct
business is
inseparably
linked to the
responsibility to
restore

our planet

rather than just sapling counts;
ITC’s forestry program spans 1.3
million acres, integrating
livelihoods with conservation; the
Tata Group leads water
conservation through massive
watershed management;
Coca-Cola and Hindustan Unilever
have undertaken circular waste
management projects; and JSW
has advanced mangrove
restoration. These initiatives
demonstrate that prioritising the
environment yields significant,
and measurable impact.
Nevertheless, most companies still
pursue ‘quick wins’ such as
one-off awareness drives, and
sidestep the arduous processes of
forest restoration and natural
resolirce recovery.

Challenges of restoration
Much needed environmental
restoration, including
afforestation, has been neglected
in India as is evidenced in the
country’s report on the Bonn
Challenge (a global, voluntary
effort to restore 350 million
hectares of degraded and
deforested land by 2030). While
the nation aims to restore 26
million hectares by 2030, private
companies have contributed a
negligible 2% to the 9.8 million
hectares restored so far.

There is a massive ‘restoration
gap’ between the damage caused
by industrial activity and the
investment made to fix it.
Companies prefer social projects
such as environmental awareness
campaigns, renewable energy, or
basic green initiatives. These give
quick visibility, clear results, and
facilitate easy reporting. In
contrast, land-based projects such
as forest restoration with tree
planting, habitat recovery, water
conservation, and waste
management take a long time. In
addition, they also require expert
skills in tree-growing, soil health,
and biodiversity checks — skills
that most CSR partners don't have.
Corporations often support
initiatives such as the recently
popular Miyawaki plantations,
which offer rapid growth and look

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

excellent in annual reports, but
often compromise native ecology
and biodiversity. The situation is
worsened by an urban bias in the
selection of the target area; a lack
of practical policies for degraded
lands; and poor collaboration with
forest departments and other
organisations.

Need for reimagining strategy
The current judicial push
demands an urgent transition to a
‘ecosystem recovery’ strategy. This
requires reimagining corporate
accountability, and replacing
conventional auditing with
time-bound restoration initiatives
and their ecological assessments.

Indicators of success should be
tangible ecological services such
as soil carbon sequestration, water
retention, and biodiversity
recovery. To achieve this, India
must prioritise degraded and
remote forest lands lacking
resources through appropriate
restoration initiatives. Further, the
country needs to build alliances
between forest departments,
universities, conservation NGOs
and joint forest management
committees. These partnerships
can establish dedicated
restoration units under scientific
supervision, giving due regard to
native species and ecology.
Furthermore, the challenge of
long-term financing for
landscape-scale projects and
restoration challenges can be
solved by establishing a
restoration trust or an escrow
fund. This would guarantee
continuity and provide the
long-term security necessary for
real ecological impact.

Corporate governance in India
must evolve from being
shareholder-centric to
ecosystem-centric, with directors
acting as fiduciaries for the
environment and moving past the
ease of basic compliance. When
the health of our planet is treated
as a mandatory, non-negotiable
part of business strategy, the
country moves toward a future
where sustainable development
becomes a lived reality.
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25Mar. The judicial push for environmental CSR

iRy csr & fere =nfe uge

India emerged as a pioneer for mandating profit-sharing for social good through the
Companies Act, 2013.

YRd GTHToI® fed & fore ey Ime 34 &) sifvard 7= & du=it srfiiferaw, 2013 & [rew
9 TP YU S & U H IR

A visionary move to channel corporate earnings for crucial societal objectives.

Ig TP Rl Had T, e SEx PIYRE 3T & Heayul WTHIIe Sexal 3f 3R e
PRAT YT

However, the environment remains largely neglected, often sidelined by prevailing
corporate priorities.

gTdier, Taiavour HTw] ge db IUTe 91 g3 7, Y SRR Piuive wrdfiswarsit & HRor
TR fohaT ST B
Despite India’s commitment to net-zero emissions by 2070 at COP26.

Htandt 26 H 2070 TF V-SRI IS & YR & JHed & Fa9g |

And escalating climate challenges from air pollution, water scarcity, and poor waste
management. ]

AT Sgcit oarg Aol oI arg Yguvl, Oid Jhe SR TR Uiy yae |

Ecological needs continue to be underrepresented in CSR funding.

uRfRufde srazgearg spft +ff wiaRe wmie SwReda B ® w0 ufafafRa och 81
However, recent Supreme Court observations have reframed environmental spending.
BTelifep, BT & G B¢ P a2 wafaRolia @ &) w0 § u&d fHar 31

Not as mere discretionary charity, but as a constitutional mandate.

U Had WP g 5! sich U AP ST & ©U & <@l T 5

By invoking Article 51A(g), the judiciary underscored the responsibility to restore our planet.
TG 51A(T) BT §ATA od gU ARUTIeIeh] = UGiaRoT A&l B gt &I Y@ifed fear|
The right to conduct business is inseparably linked to the responsibility towards
environment.

IR XA 1 ISR Tatawor F ufa RrigRt & J91 3 3

The neglect of habitats of the Great Indian Bustard by energy firms catalysed this mandate.

Soll HUMHAl gRT AT SfEUT Iv¢S & AT BT & 3 39 Ad &1 uRa

Skewed funding

igferd wigw

An analysis of CSR data exposes a lopsided spending pattern.

HewemR o1 fAzave § ue srgferd @d Te ave g

That favours human-centric development at the expense of the environment.
S AFG-Sigd faer & UTfiidhdl a3 IR Jaiarur &t el H:d g |

Over the past seven years, funds have been overwhelmingly allocated to social sectors.
Oz aTa aul & aiftresier o= wrATre as &1 foar M )

With education receiving 38%, healthcare 22%, and rural development 10%.
foras fR1&i Y 38%, TATRRA BY 229, 3R UTHOT fAHTT BT 109 |
Conversely, the environment averaged only 7%-9%.

Sfefds TafaRur T Bad 7%-9% B e

Creating an unbalanced ledger that underfunds sustainability projects.

I U Sreqferd fRufa st 8, oo fRRar aRaesit &t &4 o= e g

This disparity suggests corporations view environmental crises as distant threats.
Ig SR =T § o Hufal afaruiy Hdhel $I g WarT A 6|

Compared to immediate social needs.

SIeifeh TehTel ATHIID SHTaRIHATSHT B! Urufdeber it g

Yet, there are commendable exceptions.

5 o T TRTEHT IeTeRul A 2|
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Mahindra’s Project Hariyali has planted nearly 25 million trees.
Afgsr &1 Wislae Al T 2.5 IS U 1 I ¢
Focusing on survival rates rather than just sapling counts.
S ad et Bt TReAT TEY Sfedh Sifad T Bl o} W &H ST ¢
ITC’s forestry program spans 1.3 million acres.
P AP PRIHH 13 TG ThS J Ha g
Integrating livelihoods with conservation.
forer SrrefifaeT MR TR&0T 3! ST T B
The Tata Group leads water conservation through watershed management.
TTET WUE STel W& & FTARTH YaeH & Hreqd § 3proft g1
Coca-Cola and Hindustan Unilever have undertaken circular waste management
projects.

Piol-Bar AR g gfdiar 7 aivas sy yeum ufaiemm = ot gl
JSW has advanced mangrove restoration.

g gaRITg & ol @t 2

These inltlatlves demonstrate measurable environmental impact.

3 yg AT yafavoiy e e g

Nevertheless, most companies still pursue quick wins like awareness drives.
5 ot aifei TR dufat ont ot wafe TR O STREGdT SR TR & 3t 2

And sidestep long-term processes like forest restoration and natural resource recovery.

3R g1 GARITUA a1 i fae ST #t qauife S Seeiiere el § Tl §1

Challenges of restoration

TARITu Ft gfaar

Much needed environmental restoration, including afforestation, has been neglected in
India.

HRA 7 3T Ma<gh qaiaRuig aRaTee, foraw a-iteor 2nfire B, 35 SUem 3 T8 8

As is evidenced in the country’s report on the Bonn Challenge.

SR 6 321 ) 91 Sae R RUIE T W giar B

A global, voluntary effort to restore 350 million hectares of degraded land by 2030.

I8 U Wiess Y g, foReT d&g 2030 d@ 350 fAfera edeaR afawa Y\ &t
YT FHRAT g

While the nation aims to restore 26 million hectares by 2030.

Safes HRd &I @&T 2030 dF 26 AR R YW & gifod &A1 ]|

Private companies have contributed a negligible 2% to the 9.8 million hectares restored so
far.

o Ul 7 319 ae g 9.8 fifera AR & Fad 20 e faan g
There is a massive restoration gap between industrial damage and investment.
e eifd 3R Faw & e U a8T TRt 3idR NG ¢

Companies prefer social projects such as awareness campaigns and renewable energy.

U HTATTP TR S STReGdT M 3R TdIBRud Sl & Urdfibdr <t g

These give qwck visibility, clear results, and easy reporting.
3 RIS e T, TF TRV 3R T RO e w3t 3

In contrast, land-based projects like forest restoration, habitat recovery, water
conservation, waste management take a long time.

sﬂ%i%%qﬁa T QARITOA, STaT YATIC, STer 6R&T0T, SUfRie yaed o il § S g9y
UGN
They require expert skills in tree-growing, soil health, biodiversity checks.

%qW%%mqm,quaﬁ?ﬁaﬁﬁwmﬁ&m@ﬁﬁﬁ@waﬁ&mwsﬁ
|

Skills that most CSR partners do not have.

Tt faivsran siftres iz HeweR ATgieRY & Ut &) gidl|

Corporations often support initiatives such as Miyawaki plantations.

Sl R frarare! vgfa & gamiIver o1 T B0 § |
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e Which offer rapid growth and look impressive in reports.
S it A gfg feara § ok Rard & gura=medt @vd |1

e But often compromlse native ecolo $%1and biodiversity.

QAfp T SRR R g fafaear & THam ugan €
e The situation is worsened by urban bias in selecting target areas.

YT RT¥t U&rdTa & HRUT 3R BRI BT OI1eht 5|
e Alack of practical policies for degraded lands.

aiforoa yfr & o smagie Aot &t &t g

e And poor collaboration with forest departments and organisations.

JUT 9 fAUTRT 3R 3R TS1 & 1Y AR JH |

Need for reimagining strategy

I & gAfdaR @Y sraxadarn

e The current judicial push demands a transition to an ecosystem recovery strategy.
I TS Ugd U UTRfefa@t @ gaRifu= Iurifa &t Oi &=l g
e This requires reimagining corporate accountability.
S foIY HIURE STaTdeat o GHURHIT ST g
¢ And replacing traditional auditing with time-bound restoration initiatives.
AT URURS T UUIeH &l T ds YAITaT URaS=13it ¥ gga1 il
e |ndicators of success should include soil carbon sequestration, water retention,
biodiversity recovery.
qHAdl & AICS! § Yol Sra- "oa-, od IX&r 3R wig fafyuar gavifea e g= =nfgul
e India must prioritise degraded and remote forest lands.
YRA B &fauRa 3R gRY a1 &1 &1 wrifiicsar & anfeul
e Through appropriate restoration initiatives.
[ & T 9|

e The country needs to build alliances between forest departments, universities, NGOs and
joint forest committees.

2% &I g9 faumT, fyyfemaa), IR-TRer Wrel 3k Wged a9 fafeal & &w wgam
ST BhTI

e These partnerships can establish dedicated restoration units under scientific
supervision.

Y IreIial dafae AR A faRly gawifus sergar wifta o gadt €|
e Giving due regard to natlve species and ecology
I Hed faaT o Heb |
e The challenge of long-term financing can be addressed by a restoration trust or escrow
fund.
Sa@Iferes faqUIvoT & g &1 AT 3% T THH! s U g [ off Uahell g
e This would ensure continuity and long-term ecological impact.
TR AR iR Srdeifere wifRufas wvma i gl
e Corporate governance must evolve from shareholder-centric to ecosystem-centric.
HIUNC Y DI IRYRD-Bied I IRIRUfTHI-Bigd 1 1|
e With directors acting as fiduciaries for the environment.
STRT RIS UgiaRul & WR&® & U H B B |
e Moving beyond the ease of basic compliance.
3R TG STUTE ¥ 3T §¢ |
o When the health of the planet becomes a non-negotiable business strategy.
S gedl %1 WA uivgrl AR U 59 S
e The country moves toward sustainable development as a reality.

9 3 gdd f[9e™ &) IRdfaedT s Il g
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Assam floats tender for satellites to monitor floods

3H A 918 AR & fore Iyt & ferw fAfaer ot &6t

Assam floats tender
for satellites to
monitor floods

Chief Minister Sarma announced the project in the 2025-26 State Budget;

Vasudevan Mukunth
CHENNAI

ssam has become
A the first Indian
State to float a ten-

der for a group of earth-ob-
servation satellites that it
says will strengthen disas-
ter response along the
flood-prone Brahmaputra
valley and help survey the
State’s borders.

The Assam Science
Technology and Environ-
ment Council issued an Ex-
pression of Interest (EOI)
on March 16 inviting priv-
ate aerospace companies
to design, build, launch,
operate, and eventually
transfer the satellites to
State ownership. The mis-
sion has been named
AssamSAT.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma announced
the project in the 2025-26
State Budget as a means to
achieve what he has re-
peatedly described as an
“infiltration-free Assam”.

Mr. Sarma has argued
that conventional border
fencing is inadequate for
the State’s chars, the seaso-
nally inundated river is-
lands along the Bangladesh
border, and that real-time
satellite monitoring is the
sole practical alternative.

The procurement is
structured around at least
five satellites in low-earth
orbit. The brief EOI doesn’t
say whether the satellites

The procurement is for at least five satellites in low-earth orbit

Third eye

Assam has become the first Indian State to float a tender fora
group of earth-observation satellites

= The moveis aimed at
strengthening disaster
respanse along the flood-
prone Brahmaputra valley

= Chief Minister Biswa
Sarma argued that
conventional border fencing
isinadequate, and reak-time
satellite monitoring is the
sole practical alternative

m The satellites will be able
to scan the same part of the
ground once every few hours
and map it at high resolution

will operate separately or
together, in a constellation.
Per the brief, qualifying
parties can avail the full
EOI for a fee of ¥30,000.

Assuming it’s a constel-
lation, the satellites will be
able to scan the same part
of the ground once every
few hours and map it at
high resolution - a useful
task for disaster response
during floods, where the
extent of waters can
change within hours.

The EOI also doesn’t
specify the sensors the sa-
tellites will carry. But since
the State has cloudy weath-
er for almost half the year,
the satellites may carry
synthetic aperture radars
(SAR), whose gaze can
pierce clouds and
darkness.

Currently, State disaster
management agencies
seeking satellite data must
submit requests to the Na-
tional Remote Sensing
Centre, which will process
and fulfill those requests.

The State sits close to
the Siliguri Corridor, a
strip of land colloquially
called the chicken’s neck
that physically connects
the Northeast to the rest of
India, and which State and
Central security agencies
have been preoccupied
with monitoring.

Mr. Sarma has also ex-
tended the satellite’s man-
date to include tracking
drug-trafficking routes and
monitoring poaching in
the Kaziranga National
Park.

In 2024, NewSpace In-
dia, Ltd. cleared a private-
sector earth observation
constellation led by Dhru-
va Space and Pixxel.

The plan combines
small satellites carrying op-
tical and hyperspectral
sensors in low-earth orbit
to deliver near real-time
imagery for agriculture,
disaster response, and na-
tional security users while
being owned and operated
by industry.

25Mar. Assam floats tender for
satellites to monitor floods

3H A §1¢ AR & fore SuurEl
& fere fAfaer ot #1

e Chief Minister Sarma announced
the project in the 2025-26 State Budget;
TEIHA AHT A 39 RIS Bt arvon
2025-26 YT §SI€ | &1

e The procurement is for at least
five satellites in low-earth orbit

Ig WIS HH I HH Ui STl & e §

o frar gt wam o g

e Assam has become the first
Indian State to float a tender for a group of
earth-observation satellites that it says will
strengthen disaster response along the
flood-prone Brahmaputra valley and help
survey the State’s borders.

Y g YRR 9 §9 717 § o
g} Sadte IUUGI & T & oy
fAfaer I @t 3, o urét o
3Tyay Ufcfohar aeigd gril SR I B
rATai 1 G fobar o o |

e The Assam Science Technology
and Environment Council issued an
Expression of Interest (EOI) on March 16
inviting private aerospace companies to
design, build, launch, operate, and
eventually transfer the satellites to State
ownership.

3 fagm Wt ve yafavor utug
3 16 AR ®T EOI (Expression of Interest)
Iuel & fEwrg=, fAwfor, wagur, T=me=
3R gXATARYT & forg S fosan

e The mission has been named
AssamSAT.

= fH= &1 71H AssamSAT @1 T B
e Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma announced the project in the 2025-26 State Budget as a means to achieve what he

has repeatedly described as an “infiltration-free Assam”.

oA fevd favar = A 59 uREeT & “guis-gad U7 & A6d B GINIG & &

e o =0 H Uxqd foba|
e Mr. Sarma has argued that conventional border fencing is inadequate for the State’s chars,

the seasonally inundated river islands along the Bangladesh border, and that real-time

satellite monitoring is the sole practical alternative.
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off W1 7 T feur i uRuRe diwn areedl 35U & IR @ i) & for vafe 761 § 3R
Rua-erga Iuug AR & sraeiie fawe g

The procurement is structured around at least five satellites in low-earth orbit.

Tg Wile 7 gt wem & H1 ¥ HH Ui STl R SUTRd §1

The brief EOI doesn’t say whether the satellites will operate separately or together, in a
constellation.

Sférd EOI T I A5 adrl T fdb SUIE SIS B H A1 FAHE (constellation) Tl
Per the brief, qualifying parties can avail the full EOI for a fee of ¥30,000.

TEY & SR, U Y&l 230,000 Yo bR T EO| T R Thdl & |

Assuming it’s a constellation, the satellites will be able to scan the same part of the ground
once every few hours and map it at high resolution — a useful task for disaster response
during floods, where the extent of waters can change within hours.

Ife T8 constellation 8, @ SUUE &R TS Hcl H TP &1 & Bl Wb B Id-Relleg+ & 7Y &1
BT — Sl 91¢ & SR 3T e o Iuar g

The EOI also doesn’t specify the sensors the satellites will carry.

EOI T g 1}t Wy el § foh I & ¥ AR Ao e |

But since the State has cloudy weather for almost half the year, the satellites may carry
synthetic aperture radars (SAR), whose gaze can pierce clouds and darkness.

ﬂ'ﬁiw H 3119 I d1ed BTU Igd 8, S9feid SUUE! H SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar) &
gardl 8, ST S1gal 3R SR B UR FHR ghal g

Currently, State disaster management agencies seeking satellite data must submit requests
to the National Remote Sensing Centre, which will process and fulfill those requests.

CREIE] ff, T Dt TG Q@@Pﬂ EblfBTl'ﬂ"s’ éa%ﬁ«m National Remote Sensing Centre G|
31 WS ISl |

The State sits close to the Siliguri Corridor, a strip of land colloquially called the chicken’s
neck that physically connects the Northeast to the rest of India, and which State and Central
security agencies have been preoccupied with monitoring.

T8 0 RIS FIRSR (R %) & U fRyd 8, S @R & YR & Tt Bl & s
& 3R GR&f Tl o ey Hewyul &

Mr. Sarma has also extended the satellite’s mandate to include tracking drug-trafficking
routes and monitoring poaching in the Kaziranga National Park.

ot TXAT A IUTET 1 SN I AFHRY AN TR DTSRI AP I H AR B AR &
forg +ff gafa faar B

In 2024, NewSpace India, Ltd. cleared a private-sector earth observation constellation led by
Dhruva Space and Pixxel.

2024 ® NewSpace India Ltd. = ol &3 & gedt 3aeid- ST Qg & dofdl &, T
ﬂ?lc_d' Dhruva Space 3R Pixxel #R T B

The plan combines small satellites carrying optical and hyperspectral sensors in low-earth
orbit to deliver near real-time imagery for agriculture, disaster response, and national security
users while being owned and operated by industry

g GioHl Bl IUUTT I oSl g o SMPHA MR TSI AR a7 gedt wam &
B B! SR P, SIS UG SR ITTT Y& & forw am Rarer-erga o uaH 3
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